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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Seeretary: The Publie
Education Endowment Aect, 1909—Report
on the administration of the Education En-
dowment Trust to 31st December, 1915,

QUESTION—POLITICAL PRISONER,
DEPORTATION.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Colonial Sec-
retary : 1, Have the Government any know-
ledge of a political prisoner from India be-
ing deported to this State? 2, Is such per-
son a charge on the charitable institutions
of the State? 3, 1f so, what steps do the
Government intend to take in the matter?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Other than the ex parte statement of a
person who claims to have heen a politieal
prisoner in India, the Government bas no
such knowledge. 2, The person referred to
was for 214 months an inmate of a State
charitable institution. Monetary assistance
to the extent of 1353. was also granted. In
addition, one-sixth of the cost of the passage
to Singapore is being defrayed by the State,
the other five-sixths being contributed by
friends. Tt i1s expected that the individual
referred to will leave the State to-morrow.
3. This is now under consideration.

QUESTION—TRANS-ATUSTRALIAN
RAILWAY, PAPERS.
Hon. A. SANDERSON asked the Colonial
Seeretary :  Will the Colonial Seereiary
place on the Table of the House all corres-
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pondence between the Federal and State
(iovernments during the last twelve months
on the queslion of the Transcontinental rail-
way?

The COLONJAL SECRETARY replied:
Yes. The correspondence will he available
to-morrow or, at latest, on Tuesday.

OBITUARY--HON. SIR J. W. HAC-
KETT, K.CM.G, LETTER IN REPLY.

The PRESIDENT: 1 have received an
acknowledgment of the letter of eondolence
which was forwarded to l.ady Hackett. The
reply is as follows—

I'he Terraces Privaie Hospital, Sydney,
September 15th, 1916. Dear Sir Heary,
Very many lhanks for vour kind lelter to
me telling me of the resolution moved at
the first meeting of Parliament for the
session, sympathising with me and my
family on the death of my dear husband,
and T also thank yon for your own per-
sonal sympathy expressed in the letter. T
shall be indeed pleased to have a copy of
the speeches made on that occasion. ¥
must apologise for the delay in answering
vour kind letter, bul it followed me around
for some time and I have been very ill for
some time since. 1 am still in hospital, as
you will have seen by the heading of my

letter, Once more many thanks. I am,
yours sincerely, (Signed.) Deborah V.,
Hackett.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motien by Hon. H. Millington (for
Hon. R. G. Ardagh) leave of ahsence for six
consecutive sittings granted to Hon. J. Cun-
ningham on the ground of urgent private
business.

MOTION—LTCENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT ACT (1914) CONTINUANCE.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

H. P. Colebateh—East)}: I move—

That the motion standing in my name be
taken hefore the Address-in-reply is com-
pleted.

Question put.
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The PRESIDENT: The question is
passed by an absolute majority of the
House.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebalech—East) [4.37]: T move—
That the Licensing Act Amendment,
1914, shall continue in operation for u
further period of twelve calendar months
from the 30tk day of September, 1316,
that is to say, until the 30th day of Sep-
tember, 1317,
My reason for taking this motion this after-
noon is that unless the motion be passed
during the eurrent week the Act referred
to, known as the Emergeney Act, will
lapse. It has heen the practice in the past
to introduce short Bills fo eontinue the pro-
cess of these Acts, but when this particular
Ae¢t was reaffirmed during the session of
1915 the second section provided that the
Act should terminate on the 30th Septen-
ber, 191G, with the proviso that if, prior to
the said date, a resolution for its contin-
ance should be passed by both Ilouses of
Parliament, the said Aet should continne
in force aceordingly. I think it will be ad-
mitted that it is necessary that this Ael
should remain in foree, although we always
hope that a necessity for putting it into
operation will not arise. A simifar motion
standing in my name on the Notice Paper
has for its purpose the continuanee of an-
other Act which, however, does not lapse
until the 31st day of Decemher., Therefore,
we need not deal with that for the moment.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sixth Day—Amendmnent.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. J, EWING (South-West) [4.40] :
In offering a few sugeesiions to the House
I desire first of all te thank you, Sir, and
hon. members and the officers of the House
for the courtesy and kindness shown to me
as a new member. Tt is indeed gratifving
to those of us who are new members to feel
that we are weleome here, and the kindness
extended to us is greatly appreciated. Mr.
Dodd mentioned that the House has paid a
very heavy toll to death and that we have
lost many valuable members. Threg of
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them have passed away during the last few
months., Two of those were known to me,
namely, the Hon. F. Connor, with whom I
served in another place and whom I learned
to love and respeet most bighly. I have neo
doubt that his absence is greatly felt in the
House. I myself oecupy a position held a
few months ago by the late Sir Winthrop
Hackett. In filling his place I have a very
difficult task to perform. He was highly
honoured by all, and his great knowledze
and ability and the influence he undoubt-
edly possessed were invariably used for the
benefit of the couniry of his adoption. His
loss is keenly felt, and it is my melancholy
duty to offer this tribute to his memory.
Mr. Dodd said that in all probability the
resnlt of the election by which 1 was re-
turned would have heen different if I had
not been an independent Liberal candidate.
The hon. member is, perhaps, justified in
holding that view if he did not follow the
campaign. TIn the carly stages of that cam-
paign 1 felt it my duty to eriticise the party
to which I belong. 1 believed that greater
organisation was required, and I believed
also that the formation of the Country
party was not necessary, but was brought
about through the indifference of the Lib-
eral party. But my hon. friend, Mr. Rose,
with whom I went through the campaign,
will be able to tell ihe House that 1 fought
the eampaign as a straight-onl Liberal ean-
didate. There was no question of independ-
ence, and it is merely a misunderstanding
that has led My, Dodd to suppose that my
independent attitude was the canse of my
election. T was elected as a straight-out
Liberal candidate, and I know nothing what-
ever of any question of independence. I
would like to offer my congratulations to
the Colonial Secretary on his having at-
toined the high and lhonourable position
wlich he now oceupies. Like many other
people outside the House I have watched
his career with great interest. We are all
perfectly satisfied that he was a first-class
critic and, as Mr. Carson has said, if he is
going to be as good a leader of the House
as he was a critic the country will be the bet-
ter for his oceupying that position. It was
gratifying to hear those members who have
spoken mention the late leader, who has al-
ways been a good friend of mine. It seems
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to me that he did great credit to bimself in
that position. T am also sare that the present
Colonial Secretary will fill the position of
leader with advantage to the country. I regret
that the Hon. Dr. Saw has been called away,
hecause he had a very promising career. He
attained a high position in this country more
rapidly than has any other member of the
Chamber, He has gone to do better work. I
wish him every suceess in that work and feel
pecfectly satisfied that he will do great good
for those who are fighting for the Kmpire at
the present time. I will only express the hope
that those who are holding the fort here—
the other members of the present Ministry—
will hold the fort securety uniil Dr. Saw has
an opporiunity of refurning—which I trust
will be soon—and of giving, in the interests
of this country, some of the great ability
he possesses. I may say that T am much
impressed with the ealm and serene atmos-
phere of this Chamber. 1 have breathed
the atmosphere of another Chamber; and it
is pleasant te find that members of this
House, as far as T can see, are absolutely
determined to treat all matters on non-party
lines, and to make this absolutely a non-
party House. During my campaign I was
strennously fighting for the interests of the
Liberal party, in the principles of which
parly I thoroughly believe; but I have not
brought a party spirit into this House. I
am sure that whilst T remain here 1 shall
work amicably with those who hold
opinions epposite to mine, and that there
will be in this House only quiet delibera-
lion. From the fact of our deliberations
being quiet and unbiassed, benefit must re-
sult to the legislation of Western Australia.
Mr. Kirwan last night spoke of the disas-
trous position in which our State finances
are, and I follow him in that direction. But
I should have liked Mr. Kirwan to analyse
the position, and to tell the House during
what periad the finances of Western Aus-
iralia have got into this bad plight. A few
momenis’ analysis of the position will
prove that the finances were not in a had
state in the year 1911, I am not saying
that in any party spirit, but simply to show
how the country has drifted, and how neces-
sary it is that some of the good administra-
tion which obtained in Western Australia
prior to 1911 should now be fortheoming so
(12]

253

that the finances of the State may be put
in order and Lhe country progress. At the
end of the financial year there was in 1911
a eredit balanee; if not a considerable credit
halanee, at any rate a credit balanee.
Now, notwithstanding inereased revenue
and also inereased taxation during the
threc years 1912, 1913, and, until tbhe
outhreak of war, 1914, we bhave gone
hackward and backward eontinuously.
The position obtaining to-day is that,
instead of a credit balance, we have a deficic
of oune and a half millions. That is a very
serious state of affairs. It does not appeal
to all the people, because some of that money
has lLeen expended in directions of which
a few have the benefit—directions of which
1 do not approve; hut we, as the taxpayers
of Western Australia, have to foot the Bill;
and 1 observe it is proposed to fund {hat
million and a-half. This means, as the Pre-
mier has stated, the payment for many
vears of the large sum of £100,000. That is
a serious handicap in the present financial
position of the State. T was somewhat sur-
prised at Mr. Kirwan's remark last night
that any man, and especially the Premier of
this State, had suggested that deficits were
going to be a matter of yearly occurrence,
and that they were all going to be funded.
If that is going to be the case, God help
Western Australia!  The present Govern-
ment have been put in power for the pur-
pose of straightening out the finances, and
not to have deficits; and I hope that when
another place goes to the country the ae-
ceptance of office by lhe present Ministers
will be endorsed by the people. The new
Government have taken offiee in order
that the people generally may he able
to develop the resourees of the State and do
something that is worthy of the community.
T think Mr. Kirwan’s suggestion ean hardly
have been made in earnest, for it counld not
be thought that anv man holding the posi-
tion of Premier of Western Australia would
antieipate apy such thing as a yearly deficit.
We have to think further, however, and look
to the loan expenditure of this State. In
1911 our net public debt amounted to 21
millions odd: which meant that every man,
woman, and child in Western Australia
owed £73 odd to the State, Now, after a
lapse of four and a-half or five years, the
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net indebtedness has increased to something
like thirty-four millions; which means that
every man, woman, and ehild has a further
debt of something over £33 on his or her
shoulders, making a total debt of £106 per
head. This indebtedness represents a most
serious proposition, one requiring the close
attenlion of members of this House. We
nmust endeavour to ascertain, so far as we
are able, the reason for this finaneial trouble,
the reason why we have this increased in-
debtedness; to ascertain whether the man-
ner in which loan money has been expended
has heen sneh as to advance the interests of
Western Australin as a whole; whether loan
moneys have been spent upon reproductive
works ot not. 1 think I shall be able to
show that this last is not the case. During
the period under review we have had an in-
erease in population of something like
30,000 people, or an annual inerease of §,000.
That is a very small increase for a young
and vast country like Western Awnstralia;
and 1 am clearly of (he opinion that if the
lonn money of ihe past four or five years had
been expended in other directions, if it had
been devoted to the development of primary
produetion, to the advancement of onr great
indusiries, and to the developmenti of the
latent wealth within our houndaries, we
would have been in a very different position
from that we find ourselves in to-day. I shall
endeavour to prove that sueh is the case.
Mr. Kirwan, who made a lengthy and very
able speech last night, referred to the ques-
tion of taxation, saying how necessary 1t is
for us to use the hest means for meeting the
situation that obilains in regard 1o payment
of interest and sinking fund upon the money
we have borrowed, Ile also referved to the
necessity for the hest administration of the
affairs of the eountry. Mr. Kirwan said
there were three possibilities: taxalion, or
retrenchment, or increased charges for ser-
vices rendered. He also pointed out, and I
quite agree with him, that to everyone these
matters are most objeclionable. None of us
wanis retrenchment; neither do I think it is
necessary; and we certainly do not wish to
penalise those engaged in our primary in-
dustries by putting up the cost of services

rendered to them by the State—svhich
would mean penalising those who are
developing the resources of Western
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Australia. We have, of course, to
faee increased taxalion. The war will in-
volve largely increased Federal taxation.
Australia is borrowing heavily for the con-
duet of the war, and we shall have to pay
for that, THowever, that is a question to be
dealt with by the Federal Parliament. So
far as we of Western Australia are con-
cerned, we have to put our house in order,
and to do this we must face taxation. It is
also plain that so far the present Govern-
ment bhave not iniroduced {axation which
will prove of great ntility. As regards the
totalisator tax and the amusements tax, it is
said that the lalter will press heavily upon
the working elasses; but ! think those who
have money to spend at sueh a time as this
should be compelled to pay, and those who
are able to indnlge in amusements will think
very Iitle indeed of paying an extra penny
or two, or possibly threepence, for a tickef
if it will help the finances of Western Aus-
tralia. I wish to draw atiention lo the faet
that the deficit has been growing yeur by
vear, and that State expenditure has in-
creased year by year; and yet we find that
nothing has been brought forward in this
State to relieve the situation, Tt has heen
left to the present Government to introduce
fresh taxation; and, as*has been said in this
House, and as is well known, Governments
evmbarking on fresh taxation are likely to
become most unpopular. I fail to under-
stand why the question of taxation has not
been taken in hand before. Why has that
question been left to render the present Ad-
ministration unpopular in the couniry? In
spite of the risk of unpopularity, however,
Ministers must not shirk their duty; they
must go straight forward to do what is hest
in the interests of Western Australia, irre-
spective of whether or not they remain in
power, hecause the situation has to be faced,
and has to be faced immediately. I think
I ean indicate other ways hy whieh the posi-
tion can he improved. By wise economy,
T econtend, the country can be placed
in a8 Dhelter position. One of the
nmeans towards ihat end is good administra-
tion. How mueh has been wasted in years
zone hy in the administration of the affairs
of this State? TKnormous sums, I am not
reflecting upon any Government in partien-
lar; but we want the very best business men
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to be found in Western Australia to-day to
put our finances in order and to administer
the affairs of the couniry as nearly as pos-
sible in the manner in whiclk private people
conduet their own affairs. Time will show
whether sueh men are to be found in West-
ern Australia.  We want the country ad-
ministered on business lines, lines which will
ensure efficient service. I do not cavil at
what is paid for eflicient service, beeause if
one wants a good man one must pay him
weil. Undoubtedly good administration has
a very considerable bearing upon the im-
provement of the position of Western Aus-
tralia. Another matler 1o which T desire to
refer is the waste of loan money. It is
utterly useless to throw money broadeast
about the counlry just to please one section
of the community. It is necessary for this
State o expend borrowed money in a way
which will ensure some return from that
money; otherwise this State will very
shortly find itself in a most serious, if not
critical, situation. Tf the loan money of the
past four or five years had been spent wisely
in the development of primary industries, in
huilding up and improving those industries,
we should have derived great advantage
from the expenditure. It is only for expen-
diture an such lines that we shall be justified
in borrowing money, becanse our expendi-
ture will then lead to inecrease of our popu-
lation, and the increase of our popula-
tion will in its turn mean the reduection of
our indebtedness per lead. Those are
thoughts which occur to me, and I think they
must appeal to every member of this House.
We want wise and eareful administration
and proper expenditure of loan moneys, and
then all will be well in Weslern Australia.
1 have spoken of primary industries, and of
course evervone 1s talking of them, in this
Chamber or in another place, or outside on
the platform. Everywhere and at all times
the reople are being told that the one thing
needful is to develop the primary industries
of the State. Of course that is right; and
ihat is the reason. I believe, which broucht
abont the formation of what is now known
as the Country party. The Country party
are out to look after the primary industries
of Western Aunstralia.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: To look after some
of the primary industries.
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Hon. J. EWING: That is a very good
interjection. The Couniry parly are out fo
look after the primary induosiries so far as
the man on the land is concerned. Thai is
quite right, and in that we are all with them.
Every man in this House will, T am sure,
do his best to advance the interesis of the
settlers npon ovnr lands. But do hon, mem-
bers think so much of the gold mining in-
duslry, the coal mining industry, and the
timber industry? At any rale, hon. mem-
bers do not express themselves in regard
to those industries in the same way as they
do about agrieniture. Whatever is done, we
must be careful not to allow ourselves to
be prejudiced; we must not look after ithe
interests of any ome section of the com-
muniiy more than after the interesis of
other sections. The great gold mining in-
dustry of Western Australia, one of our
primary indusiries, and one of the most im-
portant, an industry which has made West-
ern Auslralia, needs our attention. I am
pleased to be able to say lere that I, as one
who took up his sojourp in this country 20
years ago, when there was very little doing
in Weslern Australia, wheén there was pruc-
tically no agrieulture and no coal mining,
and very little timber industry, have always
sought to advance the interests of gold min-
ing. The gold mining industry started the
boom, and whut has been the resulty West-
ern Ausiralia owes a great deal—I was al-
most going to say, owes everything—to that
great industry. If anyone thinks for a
moment what the gold mining industry has
done for Western Australia I am perfectly
satisfied he must agree that the people of this
State have every reason to be proud of that
industry. T cannot reeall the figures rela-
tive to gold production, but that is not
necessary, because hon. members know, and
probably much better than 1 do, what has
besn done, how much the industry has pro-
duced, and what empioyment it has given,
and what trade it bas created. Therefore,
we are all prepared, as T am sure Mr. Kir-
wan will realise, to do all in our power to
build up and mainlain that industry. Tt is
a faet to-dav, however, that the industry is
declining.  Say what one will, one need only
look at the fizures to realise that the industry
has been going down year by year and is
roing down month by month. The gold
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minipg returns keep going down. What is
the reason? What can we as legislators do
to overcome this diffieulty, whieh is a serious
one? It is a matler of hisiory, of course,
that gold mining is always more or less evan-
escent, that it comes and passes. Many other
countries, and especially the Eastern States
of Australia, have been in the first instance
built up by wonderful gold mines. This ap-
plies to Vietoria, New South Wales, and
Queenslend, just as it applies to Western
Australia. Qur State had the good fortune
to possess the greatest gold mines, I think,
that the world has ever known. But even
our gold mines are declining. Their pro-
duciion is declining. What is to be done?
I am aware that the new Minister for Mines
is calling a conference of all interesied in
the mining industiry. From that conference
I have no doubt good will be forthcoming.
Doublless something will be suggested that
will stem the adverse tide and help to restore
our gold production to the old days of pros-
perity. The Minister for Mines is also go-
ing into the question of abandoned leases,
and of more liberal assistance towards
the development of those abandoned leases.

T am quite sure that he will do much good-

in this direction, and I for one am very
pleased indeed to see that he is using such
energy. T'alking about inereased cxpendi-
ture, I got rather away from my subjeet in
talking of gold-mining. I may say this, that
in looking throngh the Statistical Abstract
this vear, I find that we have an enormous
number of Slate enterprises. The late
Government, led by Mr. Scaddan, were
returned in 1911 and again in 1914
with a policy to monopolise the means
of produetion, distribution, and exchange.
That is the poliey of that partiealar
party. They were returned hy the elec-
tors and I do not blame them for putting
into operation a portion of their policy.
They were nol inconsistent, at any rate.
I am not going into figures, and T think it
quite wnnecessary to do so. I simply wish
to say that we have sixteen trading econ-
cerns at the present time more or less losing
money, and we do not know much ahout the
capitalisation of these enterprises. We have
no information as to the total capitalisation
of the trading concerns. We have been fold
it in some instances, but I understand that
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has nol been gone into theroughly, and I
think members will see when the figures do
come out that the capitalisation is enormous.
1t is much greater than any bon. member in
this House can imagine. When we have the
figures and ecan review the posilion we
shall then see how necessary it is for de-
cided action to be taken. Are we
going to allow it to go on? Are we
going (o rectify the position? T think the
people’s money should not have been used
in this direction at all. We have neither
interest nor sinking fund paid on the eapital
expenditure, and we are entailing year by
year, month by month, and week by weck
losses 1in connection with these par-
tieular enterprises. I do not look upon
this question at all as io whether
the enterprises are payable or not: that
does not concern me; I am absolutely against
the principle. 1 am opposed to State enter-
prises in every way becavse I think that
they take away the initiative, individoality
and energy of the people. I am thor-
onghly in favour of private enterprise.
I believe that the man who has money to in-
vest in Western Australia, if he ehooses to
invest that money, he is entitled to get rea-
sonable interest upon his capital, and to
carry on his operations :ithout undue Gov-
ernment interference. I think it is abso-
lutely improper that the people’s money
shouald be used in competition with the people
themselves. Of course, I am not going to
say that those who are going to expend
money shall be allowed to work under im-
proper conditions. Such is far from my
mind. We have in Parliament the right to
lay down the conditions and see that those
engaged in any indusiry are properly pro-
tected, and if that is done I  think the
whole State is amply safeguarded. I want to
emphasise the fact that T am entirely in op-
position to these State enterprises. T believe
in encouraging private enterprise every time,
and if we do, it will be found that develop-
ment will go ahead by leaps and hounds.
The present Government are not going to
advertise all these trading concerns for sale.
They are going to act like good business men
and take the first opportunity of getting.rid
of them and get back the capital we have
expended; and we shall then be in a better
positicn. T think there is going to be such



{27 SeeprzmBER, 1916.]

prosperity in Western Australia after the
termination of the war that people will be
pleased to invest their capital here; then,
perhaps, will be the opportunity of geiting
rid of these enterprises. If the Government
are suceessful in this and expend the money
in the right direction, they will have no
difficulty tn improving the position of our
finances. Referring to commissions for a
moment or two, 1 well remember years ago
in another place we had Commission after
Commission. To a large extent lhese Com-
missions have failed.  Perhaps members
might infer from these remarks that I intend
to vppose the Commissions the Government
have appointed, I do not intend to do any-
thing of the kind. 8o far as the Esperance
ilailway is concerned, I believe it is neces-
sary to have n Cominission to advise as to
whether the railway line should be continned
or not. Also I am in favour of the Agricul-
tural Commission. T would like to ask
the members of the present Ministry to be
very careful what they are doing and not
put on the shoulders of others the re-
sponsibilities they should bear themselves.
Tt is a very easy thing for Ministers to sit
in their chairs and administer if Commis-
sions go all over Western Australia telling
them what should be done. They have their
responsible officers and they should be util-
ised.  They are men who know what we
should do in connection with the agricultural,
mining, and other industries. Ministers shonld
exercise their powers, make use of these nffi-
eers, and come to conclusions and act
promptly. What is the exact position in con-
nection with the Esperance railway? I want
to make myself very clear on this point
for the reason that for many years past 1
have been a very determined opponent of
the Esperance Railway. I copposed the Es-
perance Ratlway when I was standing for
the South-West mining seat many years ago.
I opposed it in the interests of the ecal-min-
ing industry—7T said siraight away {hat I
did not want to see Newecastle coal brought
over in compelition to our Collie coal. I also
opposed it in the interests of those settlers
in the South-West who are producing root
erops and froit. The vast sums of moncy
the various Governments have spent on the
gold mining industry surely give us the right

to expect that the trade which the expansion
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ot this industry has brought about should be
secured to the producers of our own State,
and not handed over to our Eastern com-
petitors. T am not speaking of the present
time, I want to make a clear line of demar-
cation. I am talking of years gone past. I
then opposed the through railway and I op-
pose it to-day. Those hon. gentlemen who
represent the goldfields in this Honse
are perhaps not looking so much to
the development of this particular district
as they are to the interests of the goldfields
people. Their mission is to get a railway
line through from the coast to Kalgoorlie.
Well, 1 oppose it, I would not be a party
to spending money for such a railway.

Member: It is a very parochial spiril.

Hon. J. EWING: It may be parochial
spirit, but I feel justified in taking this
stand. To-day the position is somewhat
changed, and 1 am not inclined to approve of
the action of the Government in stopping the
construetion of this railway line which is to
open up the mallee eountry and is not a
through railway. If this mallee coun-
iry is as good as people say it is, every
thing should be done to develop it, but I
cannot express an opinion. If I had seen
it I might be able to form an opinion. I
know that a lot of men who know the coun-
try say it is a most excellent area indeed.
There is one thing that struck me, and that
is the faet that we have sueh a man as Mr.
Paterson, who is an experienced man and
whose opinion eounts, and he has promptly
condemned it. He has refused to advance
money to the settlers in that distriet out of
the funds of the Agricultural Bank, although
he has advanced to settlers in almost every
other portion of the State. I am sure he
would not hesitate to assist these settlers
if he thought he could safely do so. Surely

there is something worthy of inguiry.
Surely there is something to justify
the action of the Government in stop-
ping this work. So far as salt is

concerned, I am not one to ptace much
reliance on a .05 percentage. Jn my own
experience on the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s lands all areund the Carnamah lakes
there are large deposits of salf, but we have
erops produced on lhese areas equal to any-
thing in Western Australia. I am not going
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o say anything more about the salt. Hav-
ing had sowe experience in agriculture in
Western Australia, I know what it is neces-
sary for the farmer to produce in order to
get sufficient out of his erop to pay expenses
and leave something for himself. To do this
his harvest must yield from 8 to 10 hushels.
We find that during the 1916 season
there were good conditions prevailing so
far as the Esperance district is con-
cerned, yet this country produced only
an average of 5.2 bushels, That is a
very low production indeed, and they have
a leng way to go before they will get their
vield up to 10 bushels. With wheat at 3s. 6d.
per bushel and with an average yield of

5.2 bushels, the position is hopeless.
That is the aspect of the question
which appeals to me. I hope I am
wrong, and that the inguiry by the

Commission will prove me so. If this coun-
try 18 reported on unfavonrably I feel sure
hon. members of this Chamber will be very
ready to hold ont the right hand to those un-
fortunate men and see that they are placed
in some other centres where they will have a
chance of making a success. In that event
T know of no better part of the State to put
these settlers than the South-West. At
the same time I hope that the report will be
favourahle, and that as a result this large
territory will be developed. If the report be
satisfaetory, I will bave the greatest
possible pleasure in giving my sup-
port to this railway. I feel extremely
sorry for these settlers, and my earnest hope
is that the report will be favourable to the
eountry and that it will be found that the
poor yields have been due not so mueh to the
poor quality of the land but fo the fact that
it has been farmed without being fallowed
and without the use of fertilisers. I think,
however, it was fallowed, If so, this eoun-
try in 1916, under the then conditions, should
have produced from 10 to 12 hushels. If the
land is not eapable of that production, then
I am afraid it is not worth developing. Re-
garding the personnel of the Commission 1
wish to say that T personally kaow two of the
comnissioners very well, and I do not think
it right that anvone in the legislative halls
should east an insinuation on the upright-
ness or honesty of any man.
Memher: Or on his capacity,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. EWING: I would not so¢ mueh
mind an insinuation as to a man’s capacity.
One may be perfectly justified in doubting a
man’s capaeity, but one is not justified in
suying lhat any man would take a position
on & commission and pot do his duty faith-
fully. To say those things seems to me not
{o be right. As regards Mr. Dempsler, he is
an  old personal friend, and I know
him to be a man of the bighest in-
tegrity. Yet it has been suggested that
because he is a pastoralist he does not
want to see closer setilement in that terri-
tory. I know Mr. Dempsier better than that
and I am perfect!y satisfied, whether he is at
the present moment for or against the rail-
way, he will carefully consider all the avail-
able evidenee and go into the position the-
roughly and he will give a straightforward
and honest opinion. I hope that hon.
members when speaking, whether it be here
or elsewhere, will eschew that class of argu-
ment, for I believe the Government have ap-
pointed on this Commission men’ in whom
they have every confidence. It may be that
those men have interests in the district, but
I still believe that they will do their duty. 1
am satisfied that hir. Dempster and Mr.
Padbury are capable, honourable, straight-
forward men and that their report will be
according tg their judgment. 1 feel safisfied
that we may safely leave the matter of re-
porting on lhese lands in their hands. In
connection with the Agricultural Commis-
sion, I wonld like (o point out to the Colonial
Secretary, if it is not too late, the faet that
the Government have not included a fruit ex-
pert on this ecommission. I speak subject to
correction, but T believe T am correct in say-
ing that the Commission does not include
such an expert. This Commission is to in-
quire in regard to all aspects of the agri-
cultural industry, wheat growing, fruit
growing, hacon enring, everything that ean
advanee the agrienltural induostry.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: There should be 20
of them. )

Hon, J. EWING: The hon. member
sugpests that there should be 20, hut
I think there should be at least one
fruit expert. JIo the south-western por-
tion of this State there has been a
wonderful development in the fruit-
growing industry. That industry is by no
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weans so profitable as some people make
out. We bave many capable and experi-
enced men in the South-West who have given
their lives to that particular industry. e
have on the Commission men representing
the wheat areas. We have Mr. Giles, who is
included as a commercial man, and Mr. Venn.
Mr. Venn is a very good man so far as agri-
culture generally is concerned—we could
not get a belter. But we have not any man
who is representing the south-western fruit
industry. IFf it 15 not too late, and I think it
is not, I would ask the Colonial Secretary to
make a note of this and make an effort to
have appointed on the Commission one of
the excellent men in the Sonth-West to look
after the interests of the fruit grower.
I wish to see appointed one of the
seitlers themselves, one of those men who
Lave been through the hard work and who
know what is requivred. This Commission
will have an cnormous amount of work fo
do. It is not a question of months—I was
going Lo say it was a matler of years—but
it will be 12 months before they conclude
their labours if they are going to do the
wark properly.

Member: Tt must be a big job.

Hon. J. EWING: Ii is a big job, but it is
a job whieh is required in the interests of the
country.  Suppose the Minister for Lands
required some information in order to de-
fermine him as to some parlicular line of
action, say, the proposed settlement of sol-
diers on the land. Is the Minister to say
that he cannot deal with that particular
question to-day becanse it is being consid-
ered by the Commission? That is one of the
dangers of commissions, fhis shelving, the
putting off of things from day to day. I want
to be quite sure that if this Commission is
going to sit for 12 months we are not to
suffer a stagnation in agrienltural matters
in the meantime, I ask the Minister whether
it will be possible to arrange that we shall
bave interim reports dealing with par-
ticular sections of any indusiry re-
guiring to be developed. Such interim
reports would be of great advantage
to the Government. If there are not to be
interimt reports, then T am afraid that the
question of agricultural development, so far
as benefits arising out of this Commission is
concerned, will be hung up for years to
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come. This is a very important matier and
1 trust the Minisler will take some notice of
what I have drawn aitention to. 1t is an
extremely difiieult matter now to Zet a
man on to 1be land. T bave tried to
get one man on the land for the past six
wecks.  He has plenty of money, but he
found that he could not get there. I have no
wish lo interferc with the Government pol-
icy, but we must take care that setilers who
have the woney and the desire to go on the
land shall also have the opportunity of do-
ing so. The agricultural industry is admit-
tedly the matnstay of our State; if the man
on the land is doing well, it is well
with all. As the Hon. Mr. Miles pointed
out the other evening, the man out-back,
whether il be north, somth or east, who is
developing that out-back territory is the man
who builds up the cities and the provineial
towns will expand as the vears go by; but
if the national wealth of the couniry is n

developed what will happen to Wester

Australia? Upon the development of ou
primary indusiries, of which the agricul
tural industry is the most imporfant, wil
follow the development of secondary indus-
tries, the manufacturing from the raw
material of those commodities we require for
our own unse and sending the surplus over-
seas. Unless the primary industries are
fully developed we are not likely to have
that development of the secondary indus-
tries in our cities and provincial towns
which we desire so much to see. The present
Government have already done a great deal
for the advaneement of the agrieultural in-
dustry and ihere has been a certain amount
of exception taken fo the Government poliey
in that rezard. Tt has been said 1hat too
much has been done for the man on the
land. It is pointed out that the Government
have reduced the rale on the carriage of fer-
tilisers, have taken off the ferminal charges,
and have underiaken to earry the farmers’
goods over railways under eonstruction at
the same rate as is charged for traffie on
opened lines. The Government have done
more. They have decided to open mp the
Lake Clifton lime deposils, and in this re-
gard 1 hope that the lime deoosils at the
Capel will not be overlooked, and also
the lime deposits at Dongarra. T have seen
the deposits at Dongarra and T am sahisfied
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ihat their development would be of great
advaniage to those engaged in the agricul-
fural industry in that portion of WWesiern
Australia. The Government are also going
to do somelhing in connection with the de-
velopmeni. of 1ihe South-West. One
small matter wmentioned in this House is
the decision of the Government to take steps
for the destruction of the dingo pest. \While
1 was on wmy election campaign, cages were
brought to my nolice where dozens of valua-
ble sheep had been destroyed and men had
been practically ruined by the depredations
of this pest.

Hon. A. Sanderson: That is a national
plaiform, the destruetion of dingoes.

Mon. J. EWING: But I would
remind the hon. member that it has been
adopted only since this Government came
into power. Noihing bad been done in
that way for years past. I am glad that
it is being done -now, that the Govern-
ment are endeavouring to devise means by
which to destroy the pest which has done sugh
an epormous amount of harm in the South-
West. I give them credit for that. I do not
agree with the opinion that too much has
heen done by the Government for the agri-
cultural industry. The statement was made
ak Kalgoorlie that the cost to the country of
the concessions which have been made o
settlers since the present Governmment took
office is £160,000. T believe that to be a con-
siderable over-estimate, and that the cost 1o
the country is not more than £50,000 or
£60,000. But I would point out that, how-
ever much it may cost the country, the de-
velopment of the primary industries and
assistance to primary producers is more
than justified, and it is the only poliey
likely to make for {rue progress. The
State cannot do too much to assist the
agrieulturist. 1 do not want the State
to hand-feed the farmer, but I do think
that we should ghve him every possible
chanee and that expenditure in that direction
is wise and s caleulated to bring pros-
perity to our State. 1 shall refer now
to wha! is undoubtedly a most im-
portant produet of Western Australia.
wheat. Wheaf is now being produced, not
only for our own consumption, but for the
over-seas frade. We have Jying along all
the railway lines huge staeks of wheat; the
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I'remantle wharf is eovered with wheat, and
at Jsunbury there are 230,000 bags awaiting
export, This shows that the Collie-Narrogin
vailway, which was passed some years ago,
has been a success not only as a faetor in the
development of the eoal industry, but also
in the development of the land in that por-
tion of the State,

Hon. J. Cornell: There are greater guan-
tities thao that stacked on the wayside sid-
ings in New South Wales.

Hon. J. EWING : That may be so; but it
must be remembered that up till 12 months
ago we kad no wheat at all at Bunbury for
export. 1f there be to-day 250,000 bags at
that port, surely it will be admitted that we
have made a good start and that the develop-
ment of this trade is worthy of consideration.
With regard to wheat, the produetion inm
1907 amounted to 234 million bushels,
whilst the last year’s production amounted
to 18Y%; million bushels. This shows that
there are increased areas of land under cul-
tivation, and that the people who have been
settled on the land have made good use of
their time. If that is the ease, surely
zood has come ount of the policy of land
settlement. That was to a large extent the
policy of the Liberal Government, which
they are to a great degree condemned for
by. the Conntry party. They are told that to
put people in the eountry districts which are
not provided with raillways, and wnich are
outside the line of established rainfall, was
a bad policy. Mistakes are, of course, al-
ways made in the development of a new
country, but that the policy I have referred
to has heen for the general good of the State
the figures 1 have quoted are evidence. We
hope that the Government will, however, take
heed in fulure and not settle people in the
dry areas. Tt is a very serious thing indeed
that people should have been settled in areas
remote from proper rainfall. People who
are ontside the established rainfall should he
brought back into a better class of country
if they cannof sueeessfully grow wheat where
they are. That is a pretty tall statement to
make. We have ample room in the South-
West for such people. We can lake them
into our arms and give them everything they
require both in the way of climate and soil.
In my opinien, those who cannot make a
sueeess in the distriets in which they are now
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settled should be brought into distriets in
which they can succeed. There is no doubt,
however, that the wheat growing industry
has gone ahead and has been a great advan-
iage to the State. There has been no money
refused for the development of the wheat
areas of Western Australia. Al that has
been asked for for this portion of the State
has been given, and given lavishly too. T
take no exception to that at all, but I do say
that the South-\West portion of the State has
been very sadly neglected during the last
few years. Mr, Miles said the other day
that he thought hon. members did not realise
what a valaable asset they had in the Scuth-
West, With regard to the pastoral industry,
I compliment that hon. member on what he
said, and hope it is true that the Kimberley
distriet shonld earry 20 million sheep within
a reasonable time. Seeing that we have only
five million sheep to-day in Western Aus-
tralia, we bhave something to look forward
to. He said ‘also that water should
be conserved in the North-West and
that by means of irrigation we should
lrave great production from that por-
tion of the State. If that could be
brought about, T feel satisfied that there is a
great future before the North-West. I hope
that a proper classification of the land up
there will be taken in hand, and I agree with
the hon. member when he says that there
should be special men put on thab
work. I have had considerable experi-
ence in the way of classifying land in
Western Australia, and I know it wounld be
absolutely fatal to send a man up to do that
work who has had no experience of pastoral
pursuits. In the selection of men to do the
work it should also be horne in mind that a
man living in one portion of the North-West
would not necessarily know much abount
other parts of that territory. I hope
that this question will be thoroughly locked
intn, and that the interests of that portion of
Western Australia will be promoted. As
I said before the South-West has been very
much neglected. YWe have within the bounn-
daries of the South-west portion of the
State almost evervthing necessary for the
life of any pation. 'We have a wonderful
land there, little of which has not yet been
cleared and cultivated, but which 1s await-
ing settlement. I refer to the lands of the
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Upper and Lower Blackwood, the War-
ren, and much of the northern portion
of the Province which I have the hon-
our to repregsent. We bhave enormous
areas there awaiting settlement. There is
no other place in Western Australia
where there is such a magniefient climate and
such excellent opportunities for setilement,
and with sueh a certain and assored rainfall.
That is where we should send our people to
settle. But the South-West requires the ex-
penditure of a large sum of money. If that
expenditure is accorded to it, it should be
able to support at least a million people
within a very reasonable time, and the result
would be very greatly inereased prosperity
lo Western Australia. The important phase
of the South-West is its rivers. There we
have the Blackwood River, the Collie River,
the Brunswick, the Ferguson, and many
other rivers, all ready to be haraessed up
to proper irrigation schemes. All these rivers
can be linked up with irrigation schemes
similar to that which has been so success-
fully launched at Harvey. Just recently I
was one of those who paid a visit to that
centre when the scheme was opened by Mr.
Collier. We had a pleasant day there. I
am satisfied that the people are going to
reap enormous benefits from the Harvey
scheme. Tf benefit ¢can be derived from a
scheme in the Harvey district surely, with
the wise expenditure of money so necessary
in the South-West, all the rivers there counld
be harnessed up and irrigation schemes es-
tablished ensuring a rotation of crops.
We are ait the present time In a seri-
ous position because of the want of rain.
From Northampton downwards the position
is a precarions one. With thorough and
proper irrigation methods, we should be able
to arrive at that happy position in which
we can grow crops whether the rain
comes or not. It requires bot the pro-
per and wise expendifure of money in the
South-West to make it a garden of Eden. I
am perfeetly satisfied that such money would
be well spent. If it is spent we shall have a
large population coming into the South-
West, these people will be the means of
reducing the public debt, and the de-
velopment of the district will be at-
tended by additional prosperity for West-
ern Australia. I would like to say a
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few words with regard to the timber
industry. Ever since I have been in West-

ern Australia, and that is a matter of 20
years, I have been hearing about the neces-
sity for the conservation of our forests. Buf
it has been all talk and no attempt has been
made to conserve our forgsts. Tn many cases
our timber areas have been badly used. We
now have a new Conservator of Forests. 1
have not met him, but I understand he is a
man of considerable ability and experience.
I am pleased to see thai he is directing his
aftention towards reafforestation. If he
does that, he will earn a name for
himself and will do good to Western Aus
tralia. He may be somewbat out of his reck-
oning with regard to his new regulations.
Great exception has been taken in some quar-
ters to these. 1 am not in a position
to say whether they are right or wrong, but
exeeption has been taken not only by em-
ployers in the indusity but by the sleeper-
hewers themselves, particularly as to the
serious conditions being imposed as to the
stacking of the heads of the trees. A little
more experience may perhaps show this offi-
eer some way out of the diffienlty. As the
timber industry goes ahead T bope that the
small men engaged in it will receive com-
sideration, and that the sleeper-hewer will
be able to carry on his calling as he was able
to do in the vears gone by. In my opinion
the palicy of the Government was wrong in
so far as the closing up of areas in order to
start State sawmills is concerned. To my
‘way of thinking the development of the in-
dustries of the State should be left to pri-
vate enterprise. When the State gets hold
of an industry there is going {o be trouble
and serious loss. [ see that lhe Hon. J. J.
Holmes is here, and when I mention coal no
doubt he will sinile, because he and I have
on many occasions talked the matler over.
I am not going to dwell upon the question
heeause there is a Commission sitting.

Heon. J. Cornell: How long has it been
gitting?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: We have lost track of
the date when it started.

Hon. J. TWING: Perhaps one wants a
good memory. The coal mining industry
has had a chequered career. T have been
connecied with it since its inception in Wesl-
ern Ausfralia and have seen it go ahead and
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go back. It has been very difficult for those
connected with'it to establish it at all. We
have had very serious opposition from the
Railway Department, but that opposition
is now getting less, and the depart-
ment is becoming more reasonable. But
those responsible here have not done
for the c¢oal-mining indostry what bLas
been done for coal mining in other parts of
the world. 1 have met men who have come
From Ameriea, and especially South America,
where—I am speaking of the latter country
—ihey have a fuel practically of the same
qnality as our own. In South America they
do not send for coal from the United States
in order to take the place of their own pro-
duet, but they design their engines with big
fire grates and adapi them to the fuel they
have within their own boundaries. This has
not been done in Western Australia, Why
has it not been done? Because there has
not been a desire to forward the establish-
ment of this great industry. It is a malter
of bistory as to what great value coal mining
is to any eountry. We have only lo
look at the British Navy. Where would our
navy have been but for our eoal mines9 The
Briltish Governunent have now taken over the
whole of the eoal mines in England and have
eontrol over (he trade. That shows the value
of the industry not only from the commer-
cial point of view but also the point of view
of the salvation of human Hfe.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Does it not show the
henchit of Slale enterprises?

Hon, J. EWING: That is not a State en-
terprise. I do noi believe in State enter-
prises.  These are only conditions placed
upon a country on aceount of certain ab-
normal happenings. In the OId Country
the Government have taken over ilhe rail-
ways from private companies in order to
win the war, and their actions in this res-
peet we all appland, but as soon as the war
is over England will onee more allow pri-
vale enterprises to have full swing under
approved and improved conditions. I will
hot advoeate anything in the shape of State
enlerprise in any industry, let alone in the
coal-mining industry. YWhy has not this in-
dustry received the atfention it deserves in
Weslern Australia? We now have a serious
emhargo placed upon our eoal mining in
Collie during the summer montbs, and if
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it is not removed in the near future

it will mean a great deal of poverty
lo the people engaged in the industry. Since
the war staried and the hundred and one
difliculties consequent upon it have been
ereated, the conditions of the men working in
Collie have been anytbing but good. Tlerc
has been no trade fo speak of, but I
am thankful to say we have been able to
get more of ibe trade of the City of Perth
than heretofore, as well as of the surround-
ing districts. The coal-mining industry has
benefited the people of Weslern Australia
enormously. The Government are not paying
more than they should pay for Collie coal, or
more than the price which has been estab-
lished by ils comparative value with New-
caslle eoal. With regard to spark arresters,
apparently we have not had time to go in
for (hem yet, In South America where they
have a similar fuel to ours, they have spark
arresters fixed on a thousand engines, and
these are absolutely effective, There is no
question in that country of fires as a result
of using their own coal. Here in Western
Auslralia for the last 12 years we have heen
trying to do something hut as yet have failed
to do anvthing. We have been mel with
opposition to the right and to the left, from
hehind and from in front of us. It has been
all opposition. This should not be so. It
has apparently not been the desire to assist
this great pational industry. T fail to com-
prehend the reason for this. If coal min-
ing in other parts of the world can
receive the attenfion that is due to
it, why eannot the same thing be done in
Western Australia. It rests with the leader
of the House and his Government to see to
this matter. I remember a case in New
Zealand, where they have lignite coal which
is very inferior to Collie eoal, when the
engine-drivers said they could not keep up
the steam of their engines or run to time
with that coal. The Minister for Railways
at the time said that any man who did not
do so would lose his job. All the drivers
did it within a week, and there has been no

trouble since. We have no quarvel
with the Railway Department, and if
they desire it they ecan get the co-

operation and assistance both of the men
who are working in this industry and of
those whose capital has been invested in it.
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iF that spirit is existing then we will be able

to dJdo something of real valne. The
tin mining industry, which in the early
days, 1 remember, when the late Sir

James Lee Steere, then Speaker of another
place, represented that particular comstitu-
ency, boomed as an alluvial tin-mining dis-
trict. Although we have not so much allu-
vial working now, we have a considerable
amount of sluicing going on, which is of con-
siderable advantage to the State. Seeing the
almost limitless wealth within the boundaries
of Lhis South-Wesi Province, surely the Gov-
ernment wiil renlise the necessity of expend-
ing in the right direction sufficient money in
order to develop s wonderful resources.
Many thousands of pounds have been spent in
the wheat area. I take no exception to that. [t
was the right thing to do. But why deny
these advantages to the great South-West
Provinee when it bas all the potenliali-
ties that go to make a ecountry great. I wish
to emphasise one point in connection with
the settlement of soldiers. A very consider-
able amount of money is to be guaranteed-
by lhe Federal Government and loaned to
the State Government at 3% per cent. in-
tevest, any additional interest to be paid by
{he Federal authorities. The question is
where ave these men to he placed? I im-
plore the (iovernment not to puat them on
the dry areas, let us have a clear line of de-
marcation such as obtains in Sonth Australia,
within which safe farming ean be carried on,
and outside of which it wonld be dangerous
to go. While we have this vast territory in
the South-West awaiting development why
put these soldiers on the dry areas? 1
wanl to refer for a moment to the harbours
of the State.

Hon. R, J. Lynn: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. EWING: T am sure the hon.
member’s “hear, hear” is quite genuine. The
teading harbour of the State is Fremantie,
then comes Bunbury and Albany and Ger-
aldton, and there are many other harbours
along our eoast, including Fsperance, all
requiring attention. Now, Mr. Tvnn, in
speakine the other night, was very pessim-
istie. although T do not think if vou look
at the hon. gentleman you would take him
for a pessimist,

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Youn got me in a weak
spot.
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Hon. J. EWING: He was very pessi-
mistic last nighi. He told us that when the
war is over there is not going fo he any
shipping for many years to come, and that
there will be no money for developmental
purposes in Western Australia, therefore he
said why should we be spending money in
the direetion of improving harbours outside
of Fremantle. He told us that vessels were
being designed in other parts of the world
with a drought of 40 feet, Well neither
Fremantle, Port Jackson, or any other port
in Australia execpt Hobart ean aceommodate
vessels of sueh draught, What is going to
be the position? Are we going to spend
millions in deepening our harbours to 40 feet
or are we going to be content with our pre-
sent vessels?  This is a question which is
engaging the minds of the best shipping
aunthorities in the world, and it s question-
able whether the expenditure in improving
all these various harbours will net make the
proposition impossible. This phase of the
question has to be taken into serious con-
sideration. If all this expenditure is going
to he concentrated in Fremantle and all
other harbours neglected, then I say it is a
very false and wrong position to take up.
I eannol understand the hon. member tak-
ing up such a position, becanse it must hin-
der the development of Western Anstralia
for many years to come. If we wish to de-
velop cur territory we must improve our
harbours, but if all the money is 2oing to
be spent in Fremantle the producers are
going to be enormously handicapped by the
freights they will have to pay., The posi-
tion is absolutely ridienlous,  The hon.
member knows very well the development
taking place in the South-West and the
necessity for a safe and eommodious har-
bour in Bunbury. Have we not 200,000
bags of wheat at Bunbury at the present
time awaiting shipment? Tt would be a very
foolish policy if we did not make provisior
for future development. et us hope this
war will be over very soon. We have
got to prepare for what is coming.  The
ingrease in shipping will be enormouns.
The timber industry will revive, bunkering
will expand, and all the wheat already Lhere
and the enormous guantities vet to come
will tax to the utmost extent the herthing
accommodation of the Bunbury Farhour.
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Surely there is a necessity to continue the
improvements now going on in that harbour.
It is the most important harbour in Western
Australia next to Fremantle and the fourth
most impertant within the Commonwealth,
The present extension of the Bunbury break-
water is a valuable work, and proteets the
present jetty and makes provision for the
protection of any furiher extension in the
future, besides providing accommodation on
the mole itself, T hope the hon, membe:
will recomsider his position. Such stale-
ments as he has made have cansed the for-
mation of the Country Party owing to the
policy of centralisation, te which 1 amn ab-
solutely opposed. Anything done to im-
prove the Bunbury Harbour makes for the
development and advancement of our State.
This is the time to make provision for pros-
peetive trade, and if we do not take the
necessary steps now we will lose the great
advantage that will otherwise acerne. [
express the hope that the Colonial Seere-
tary will take note of this question
of the improvement of the Bunbury harbour,
and 1 hope a safe and commodious harbour
will be made in Bunbury capable of
dealing expeditiously with the production
of that magnificent territory of which it is
the unatura! port. I understand that the
Government intends to ask hon. members to
adjourn for a few days in order to take
part in the Federal referendum eampaign.
I want to cxpress my great satisfaction and
apprectation of the sentiments given utter-
ance to hy the IHon. Mr. Dodd yesterday.
He told ws that all his life he had been
an anti-conseriptionist, but the seriousness
of the position the Empire is now faced
with induced him to change his mind and he
saerifices a iifelonz principle in the interest
of his country. placing the Empire hefore
party. So far as hon. members in this
House sre concerned, anything thai ean he
done to help the Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes,
in the diffieult position le is in I feel sure
will be readily forthcoming. We have sym-
pathy with him, and T am sure every mem-
her is prepared, as I am, to do bis utmost
in the interesis of the great Empire at this
critieal juneture.

Hon, J. A. GREIG (South-East) [5.58]:
As a new member of this Chamber I only
wish o say a few words on this oceasion, I



[27 SeprEMBER, 1916.]

think 1 may be classed as a new member al-
though it is between five and six months
since 1 was elected unopposed. I would like
fo mention a liltle incident that took place
a few days after my election. I was speak-
ing to an lrish friend of mine and I referred
to my election. He ejaculated: “But there
was no election; there cannot be an election
without a fight. You were not elected. You
simply got into a party machine and -got
fired right into the House.” Well, if that
version is correct, all I ean say is that T am
very pleased indeed that T fell amoag such
congenial surroundings, and although I have
been returned by a political party in the
integests of the primary producers chiefly—
I wish members to note that the term prim-
ary producers does not refer to the agri-
eultural industry only—we stand out as
a party with the chief aim of looking afier
the interests of all the primary producers
of Western Australia. Though returned as
a direct representative of that party T will
at all {imes endeavour o deal with all ques-
{ions that come before this House on their
merils, and apart from any party or per-
sonal bias. And if at any time I should feel
it my duty to criticize the opinions or actions
of any member I shall do so, feeling thal
what I am doing is to the best of my know-
ledge in the best interests of the State as a
whole, and I hope that I shall never allow
loyalty to my party to come before patriot-
ism to my country or allow patriotism to my
country to run away with my reason. On
all oceasions 1 shall endeavour, as far as
lies in my power, to discuss measures and not
men. I regret T am not an experienced
public speaker, that I cannot e¢lothe my
thoughts in language which will make them
appear hefore members in their most attrae-
tive form. Living as I have done in the
back blocks, and away from the advantages
people have in the way of debating socielies
and other things of that kind, T have been
at a disadvantage, and if at any time my
thoughts shonld ecome so fast and slip over
my tongue so quickly that I eannot clothe
them at all, T hope members will not be
shocked, but will aceept them as bare naked
facts prominently placed before them by a
practical, uncultured agrarian. With regard
to the amendment to the Address-in-reply, I
do not wish to take np the time of the House.
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There are other members who have been bere
through previous sessions and who have
studied ihe questions and dealt with tbewm,
who are more able than 1 am, but there is
just one question I think I could touch upon
for a few moments this evening, and that is
in regard to the Agrieultural Rayal Commis-
sion. I think the ex-leader of the House said
that the eommission was unnecessary, and he
did not agree with the personnel of that
commission because they were nnknown men.
Probably what he meant was that they were
unknown as politieal partisans. I[f there is
one Llhing I am pleased about more than
another in regard to that Agricultural Corn-
mission, is that it is composed of men who,
as far as I know, are not political aspirants.
With regard to the necessity for the com-
mission, I think a royal commission on this
question is absolutely necessary because
agricultural industry at this period is wi
ing. Selectors are leaving their farms and
want to know the reason why., We want th:
reason from a royal eommission that hs -
gone fully into the question and can gini®’
us reasons for forming their conclusions.’
Practical men, I presume, know a number-
of those reasons. We know that the agricul-
tural employees are worse paid than any °
other wage earners in the community.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Some of them.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: The majority of
them, and what is a worse fact is that among
the new seitlers the employer gets less re-
muneration for his year's work than the man
he engages. I maintain, the agricultural in-
dustry has more than its fair share of the
economie burdens to earry and for the ger-
vices rendered and the capital expended in
that industry, those engaged in it are worse
paid than those engaged in any other indus-
try in Western Australia. Reference has
been made during the debate regarding the
importance of various industries. We all
know what gold mining has done for West-
ern Australia, but I have here some figures
which I came aeross the other day in an ex-
tract from Knibbs, in which he says that
the wealth production of the whole
of Australia was 180 millions. The
agricultural and pastoral industries contri-
buted 114 millions out of the 180 millions,
leaving 66 millions to the secondary indus-
iries. So members will see the agricultural
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and pastoral industries are the most valo-
able we have in Australia. Yet in the past
our secondary indusiries, 1t seems to me,
have been given a great deal of consider-
alion by both the Liberal and Labour par-
ties. 1t seems the past Governments have
failed 10 grasp the faet that the future pros-
perity of Western Australia depends on a
vigorous and progressive land setilement
policy, a land seitlement policy which
will make possible a thriving and con-
tented rural population, but we real-
ise thal this eannot be accomplished without
an alleration of the fiscal policy of Australia.
Like Mr. Dodd 1 feel it is a pity in the in-
terests of Western Australia that the power
of altering that policy is outside this Parlia-
ment.

Hon. A. Sanderson: You will never get it
altered in this Chamber,

Hon. J. A, GREIG: The fact remains,
whether we can get it altered in this Cham-
ber or not, the farmer has to pay a high pro-
tection on almost all he buys and has to sell
his product and his wheat in the foreign
markels of the world and compete with the
cheap labour of India, Russia and Argen-
tine. I said just now the primary indus-
tries, mining and gold produetion, were de-
clininz and that settlers were leaving their
farms. Why? Not because the latent
wealth is not in the country. The gold is in
the mines, the fertility is in the soil. If our
Western Australian gold mines were in any
other country in the world they would pay
handsemely. If our farming land that would
give the same yield per aerc with an assured
rainfall, as we have here, was in another
country there would be profitable farming.
Bnt in Western Australia we have low-grade
minme propositions unworked and men leav-
ing their farms. This is not beecanse
wages are too high, but the cost of
production and living is too high. We
have established arbitration courts to
improve the eondilions of the labourers, but
we hezan at the wrong end. We should re-
duee the enst of produeing the necessaries
of life. And T think the roval eommission
can be of henefit 10 Western Australia in
taking these questions into consideration. I
think the time is retten-ripe to inquire into
the farming industry, When we consider
that one-third of the population of Western
Australia is living within 12 miles of the
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iown clock in Perth, in Western Australia
or Ausiralia, our object should be, not how
to build large cities round the coastlines
and pile up the wealth in the cities, but how
io setfle our unoccupied and waste lands,
and I think the royal commission should be
able to give us some valuable assistance in
coming to that determination. We bave land
rich in natural resources, but we are sirang-
ling them through a high tariff, and al-
though the royal commission is a State con-
cern I hope the commission will take the
effect of the tariff on the agricultural indus-
try into consideration when arriving at their
findings. [ will just say in regard to indus-
tries lhat the last speaker referred to what
gold mining hud done in Western Australia,
but in considering the importanee of the in-
dustry, I shounld like to put this comparison:
If u man takes up a gold lease and works it,
sav, for his lifetime he takes the gold cut of
the mine and leaves it poorer than he found
it. If a man takes up a timber concession
and works it for a lifetime and denudes the
forest of the timber he leaves the lease
poorer than he found it.

Hon, W. Kingsmill;: He should not.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: But if a man selects
a8 farm and works a lifetime on it and
dies he leaves the farm richer than he found
it and the Stale richer in consequence.

Han., W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan}
[5.10]: T should like to add my congratula-
tions to Mr. Colebatch on his accession to the
Ligh and responsible position of leader of
this House. Ii is a position which is some-
times, as I know from lwo prior experiences,
filled with surprises, sometimes pleasant and
sometimes uanpleasant, If 1 may use an
Americanist, it keeps one guessing, and it is
perliaps more so in the case of the leader of
a House in a Liheral Govermment than in
the case where he is the representative of
rentlemen of oppoesite opimions. 1 should
like, too, to conaralulate, in his absence, the
Hon. Dr. Saw on his access to office. and
while we deplore his loss from amongst us,
we envv Lhe opportunity that gentleman has
had of serving his country to the extent
winelt undoubtedly we feel he will serve it. I
listener with a great deal of interest, and a
eood deal of pleasure. {o the programme out-
lined bw the leader of the House, when mov-
ing the amendment lo the Address-in-reply,
a programme which 1 think will keep him
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and his colleagues fairly busy, if they wish
to earry it out in its entirety, and if I refer
in the few remarks I have to make at this
juneture to parls of the programme, not that
T wish exactly to find faglt with, but which
I wish to ecriticise with the kindliest and
most good-natured wishes towards the Col-
omial Secretary and his colleagues, T hope
be will iake it for granted that I picked
those things out because my time, and the
time of any hon, member, is limited, and 1
wish to iake whatever time I have to criti-
cise rather than praise. For that reason my
remarks, such as they will be, will be in the
nature more of eriticism than eulogium.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. XINGSMILL: Before tea, 1
was explaining to the leader of the House
that so far as I am concerned silence on
many of the poinis contained in the very
lueid explanation he gave of the intentions
of the Government would mean approval,
and that he conld depend upon what-
ever criticism I had to make of their pro-
posals being given in a kindly spirit. 1 hope
I am wrong when I seem to discern in the
actions of the Government during the time
they have been in office a tendency towards
administration by royal commission. A royal
commission is in my opinion a very good
servant but a very bad master—if indeed
that body can be ealled a servant which, im-
mediately afier its creation, is practically
irresponsible and irrevocable, and whose de-
eisions, although they may be retarded, ean-
not be hastened by anyv other but the drastia
process of recalling the commission. We have
had instances of the lengthy duration of
some of these eommissions. There is a com-
mission sitiing now on a subject dear to the
heart of my friend, Mr. Ewing, namely Col-
lie coal. I have lost count of how long this
commission has heen sitting: its appoint-
ment heing a matter of history so far back
that it is diffieult to remember the date. Tke
finish of its labours is a matter, not of his-
tory, but of speculation, and so far as I ean
see on even so definite and finite a subject
as the goodness or badness of Collie coal it is
very hard indeed to limif the nature of a
commission or say when the commissioners
shall bring in their report. There have been
commissions which never brought in any re-
port at all. T remember one commission
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whieh sat on the question of State steam-
ships and which furnished no report. Seeing
that the commission was dissolved long ago
1 presume no report is to be furnished. In
regard to the first of these commissions to
which I shall refer, namely, that appointed
to deal with agriculture, I do not see any
reason for its appoiniment. If ever there
was a commission which might be expected to
sit for years and years it is that commission.
I have nothiog to say in regard to the per-
sonnel of it, except that I am very pleased
to see that it does not include any members
of Parliament. As 1 have previously stated,
in my opinion the member of Parliament
who sits on a commission and accepts fees
for so doing, puts himself in a very dan-
gerous posilion under our Constitottdn. If
we desire an object lesson in regard to the
use or misnse of royal commissions we have
only to go to Lhe Federal Parliament. I think
pretty nearly every member of that august
body is on one commission or another, some
of them, indeed, on two or three. To my
mind, it is a misuse of royal commissions,
and T particularly wish to see an avoidance
of Lhiz error here. During the past five
vears we have paid in salaries to three com-
missioners appointed after careful thought
by a member of the present Government no
less a sam than £12,000. Those appoint-
ments, so far as 1 know, were admirably
made. To the besl of my beief the gentle-
men who fill the positions of Commissioner
of the South-West, Commissioner of the
Wheat Belt. and Commissioner of the Fruit
Tndustry are admirably suited to earry out
their duties. If that is so, and if we have
paid this very large sum for their services,
where is the necessity for the appointment of
this roynl commission on the agricultural in-
dustrv? T have heard, T know not how true
it mny be, that it was part of the agree-
ment, which is sometimes alleged to have
heen made and at other times disclaimed, be-
tween the Liberal party and the Country
party.  Jf sueh an agreement was made I
think the Country party claimed a somewhat
useless expenditure of money for their ser-
vices. I hope that the Government, if they
eannot reconsider this matter, will at all
events take steps to render the deliberations
of this commission as finite and brief as
possible; because I am quite certain that
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with the talent the Government have at their
command in those commissioners appointed
by the Minister for Lands in the last Wilson
Government, we should bave at least as
much information from those skilled ob-
servers as we could hope to obtain from any
royal commission that might be appointed.
I think the appointment of the royal com-
mission is a mistake; a good-natured mis-
take, but still a mistake, especially in these
times when the strictest economy is abso-
lutely necessary. The consideration of the
second commission brings me to a less agree-
able subject, namely, the stoppage of the Es-
perance Northwards railway. I look upon
this as a double blunder on the part of the
Governmenl, an error, first, in that it is a
tactical error—and this is the least of its de-
merits—because it must go a long way in
another  place towards  straining that
newly formed bond between the Liberal
party and the Country party—for I
understand that one of the planks of
the Country party or many of its members
was the construction of this Esperance
Northwards line. I leave out of considera-
tion the wrench it must be to the member of
the fourth party who, I understand, was not
only strongly in favour of this line, but was
at one time secretary of the association
which had the construction of this line as its
main object. However, this House need not
be conecerned to any great extent with this
taclical error, or the relations bhetween
the two parties in another place which
have practically nothing whatever to do with
this Chamber, and T am glad of it. T look
upon this action as a grave constitutional
error, hecause the Government are disobey-
ing the mandate of Parliament. This rail-
way wasS to have been constructed at the
wish of a majority of both Houses of the
Legislature, and the Government now ap-
point a commission of three gentlemen to
pass judgment upon it. However admirable
those gentlemen may be, the Government
have no right te ask the country to submit
to the unconstitutional conrse of allowing
three men to consider, to review and perhaps
to reverse the decision of hoth Houoses of
Parliament. Tt is unprecedented. I do not
think the evidenee that has been brought
forward is sufficient to justify the eourse
taken, and while not criticising the personnel
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of the commission I regret that the Govern-
ment did pot appoint somebody with an ae-
tual, loeal knowledge of the country, I do
not say one of the settlers, because to ap-
point one of the settlers would have been to
appoint a biassed man. But I know a gen-
tleman—I was speaking to him so recently
as Friday—with years of experience of that
country, who has absolutely no interest in
it now, who is looked up to as a man of
probily and integrity wherever be has been,
who would have made an admirable commis-
sioner and who I take it—although I did not
ask him-—would have been quite ready to
act. He is a man who is as widely known as
any gentleman about to occupy a seat on
that commission. If the (Government wish to
know his name I will furnish them with it.
He is a man with actual first-hand knowledge
of the ecountry; he has worked it and made a
success of it, and both by character and
ability he s eminently fitted to be a member
of a commission sueh as this. I would ask
the Government to consider the constitu-
tional aspeet of their aetion. In an experi-
ence of Parliamentary life extending to
nearly 20 years I cannot remember any pre-
vious occasion on which such action has been
taken, I know that a great many years ago
one railway—Mr, Drew will remember it—
was delayed for some years after the Bill
had gone through Parliament. I refer to
ihe Cne-Nannine line. If T remember rightly
that line was held up for some three years,
but eventually it ‘was construeted. I know
of no other instance where a line has been
commanded by Parliament and its consirue-
tion held over,

The Colonial Secretary: We should have
had to stop it for want of rails.

Hon. W. KINGSMILIL: Then it would
have heen very much hetter to have stopped
it for that reason. There is a definite reason
in that. If that was going o happen, I say
the Government made another and a greater
tactical blunder, and T entreat them to avoid
repeating an error of that sort.

Hon. J. Cornell: No commission would
be required if they stopped the line for that
purpose.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Certainly not, and
where the necessity exisis for the strictest
economy—and T presume these commission-
ers are not going to act in an honorary capa-
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city—every precaution should be taken
against 1he appointment of expensive
bodies. 1 hope that the Government, if they
can do so, will reconsider the position they
have taken up, and stop the line for want
of rails, Again, T think if the Government
wished te stop the line there was one ob-
vious and constitutional method of doing so.
The line was authorised by an Act of Parlia-
ment, and if they wished to stop it all they
had to do was to pass a repealing Aet of
Parliament to give the {wo Flouses of the
Legislature again an opportunity with the
additional evidence—if indeed there is addi-
‘tional evidence, which I doubt—of reversing
the deciston which they had given.

The Colonial Secrelary: The work will not
be permanently stopped. There is only a
lemporary stoppage because there is no con-
sirnetion material available, and to allow of
further ingniry.

Hop. W. KINGSMILL: This is a new
reason,

The Colonial Seeretary: No; it is not a
new reason.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: It most be due
io my unfortunate lack of perception that I
had not noticed that that reason had been
given. The reason I took as being the eur-
rent reason was that, Mr. Mann’s report
having been withheld from the consideration
of Parliament, the line was to be stopped
until the Royal Commission to be appointed
had had an opportunity of investigating
matters and of seeing whether Mr. Mann's
report was justified or was not justified.
New we have the additional reason given that
there is no construction material. It re-
minds me of the person who approached
another with some wares to sell. The first
person said to the other, “Will you buy these
goods??  The second person said, “No; T
will not buy the goods for five most excellent
reasons.” “What are the reasons?” "“Well,
in the first place I have no money.” “Do
not bother ahout the rest, for that reason is
sufficient.” Tf the Government bad ecome
forward with that other reason first of all,
it would have saved a good deal of trouble
and a good deal of discnssion. The taxation
pronasals of the Government meet with my
aprroval. An amusement tax is, T think,
en eminently satisfactory tax, and one which
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we have been looking for since some little
time. The only trouble about the tax is that
it is 50 easily passed on. Indeed, like some
other taxes it may be made the medium of
taking e little extra profit from the publie.
I fear that is so in this case. Taxes, for in-
stance, in the nature of customs duty are
subject to that disedvantage. When an
extra doty of, say, 1%d. is placed
upon an article, the traders in that
arlicle promptly make an extra charge
of 2d. {o the pobliec  This, indeed,
tnay prove {o be the case with the
amusement tax. Buot this disastrous war in
which we are engaged must bave some good
elfects; and amongst good effects which 1
think it is going to have is the effect of malk-
ing Australia learn to be in the future what
she has not been in the past—a self-con-
tained country.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: There is no such coun-
try in the world.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I mean, self-con-
tained as far as possible. Perbaps there
may be no such thing in the world as a self-
contained country, and I may be using a
counsel of perfection in advising Australia
fo be self-contained. Buot certainly she can
be very much more self-contained than
she has been. That has been bitterly brought
home to us during the two years the war bas
lasted. I was indeed pleased to bkear the
universal chorus of approbation of the policy
of making the primary industries of this
countrv the subjeet of eareful thought and
of careful fostering. If we want to make
those primary industries the subject of care-
ful fostering, we ean do so, I think, by taza-
tion. Some c¢cuntries do it by a bopus
svstem; but we can do it here by taxation. I
do not know whether the scheme which I
have to propose, and to which I invite the
attention of the Government, is new. Bul,
at all events, it is new so far as T am con-
cerned, T do not know of its existence any-
where else. After giving the subject careful
eonsideration, I do not see why it is a
seheme that cannot be put into operation.
We have in existence here, as in many coun-
tries, a graduated income tax. What I
should like to see is, not only a gradu-
ated, but a graduated and differeniated
income tax. We know from experience—
and in the fulure it will be as it has been
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in the past—that there are in this country
some industries which are good and abso-
lutely essential to the country, some indus-
tries which are good bui not essential, and
some which are absolotely detrimental to the
country in which they exist. As we vary the
income lax according to the amount of income
which any person is receiving, so I think it
should be possible and feasible to vary the
rale of income tax according to the source
from which the income is derived. It is not,
I think, a fair proposition that a man who is
engaged in an industry which is vital to the
State, one of the primary industries, should
pay upon the income which he receives from
that industry the same rale as is paid by the
man who is engaged in an industry which
by many people is considered detrimental to
the State. If this proposal is followed up
and elaborated, Y think it will do a great
deal of good in the future by encouraging,
if not in the way of bonus then in the way
of differentiated taxation, those industries
which are essential to our welfare. I com-
mend this idea to the consideration of mem-
hers of the Government, if they have not
already thought of it. If it is a new idea,
then 1 say it is new in a way which will re-
flect credit upon those who initiate it in any
country. If time permitted, or if it were
indeed necessary, 1 could elaborate upon
this to some considerable extent; but I do not
wish to weary the House. I think, however,
the idea is well worth the consideration of
any Government ; and T, at all events, should
be extremely glad fo see it pul into operation
in this eouniry., The war is a circumstance
that iz epoch-making. It is putting an end
te many old institutions. It will be the
means, afier it is over, of starting many new
institutions. 1t will, T think, alter our whole
system of life. Tt will teach us many things
that we ought to know; it will enable us to
forget many things that we would be heiter
without. And pow partienlarly is the time
fo turn our attention towards matters
whereby the welfare of the country
in which we live may be preserved and
promoted. T think this scheme of income
tax differentiated aceording to the sourees
from which the incomes are received deserves
our earnest consideration. T am glad, too—
if T mayv temper my gladness wilh a litue

curiosity—ithat the Government are introdue-
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ing a Bill to amend the existing sewerage
legislation. I myself inlroduced a little
measure on this subject in the closing hours
of  last session. That measure would have
had for its effect the relief to a certain ex-
tent from what bas almost become a fyranny
in the metropolitan portion of this
State. May I be pardoned if just for a
minute I refer to local matters, because I
have admirable precedent for that in the
speeches of some members who have gong
before me. The administration of sewerage
legislaiion by the Sewerage Department has
become almost a tyranny to the bhouseholders
of Perth and, I believe, of Fremantile; and
1 hope that amongst the provisions which the
promised Bill of the Government is lo con-
tain will be some in the nature of those con-
iained in the very small Bill ihat I brought
before the House last vear. If my bringing
that liltle Bijl forward has had that effect,
then 1 shall feel that 1 have done the
Metropolitan Provioee a very good turn
indeed. Now I wish to say a few words on
a snbject that is dear to my heart, and that
is the subject of forestry. In this connec-
tion I have been honoured with assistance
by the Minister for Mines, who is the Min-
ister in charge of the Forestry Department,
by his forwarding to me some extracts,
bearing on the subject on which 1 have to
speak, from a bhook which is now in the
Press, wrilten by Mr. D. E. Hutchins, the
late Conservator of Forests of South Africa.
Mr. Hutchins is, however, very mush more
than the late Conservalor of Forests of
South Afriea: he is a man who has had the
highest scientific training, a man who has
seen practically all the forest departments
of the glohe, a man who has had forestry
as the enthusinsm of his life. He came first
to Western Australia—although that was
not bhLis first visit fto Australin—with the
ealaxy of scientific talent that came here in
1914—the representatives of the Brilish
Association for the Advancement of Science.
Mr. Hutehins did not remain with the bulk
of that party. T happened to know his move-
ments because I was at the time honoured
by being the Chairman of the Bxecutive
Committee for the reception and entertain-
ment of those scientific peaple. T know that
at that time Mr. Hutehins spent some months
making a very thorough examination of our
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forests. He had been to Queensland before
he came here; and he went from here to
South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales,
and Tasmania. He spent two years in ex-
amining the forests of Australia. In this
book which he has written he has eontrasted
our forests with those to be found in other
parts of the world; and I say that it will
make the ears of many people in this coun-
tey tingle if they read the book carefully and
altenlively and have revealed to them the
manner in which the foresls of Australia,
andd more particalarly those of Western Aus-
tralia, have heen treated. A great deal has
heen done to {he forests of Western Aus-
tralia that is practical beyond reeall: but
there is much vel lo do whercin we may
profit by the scientific advice, the disinter-
ested practical advice, of a man of high
seientific and practical training. 1 would
ask members of this House to bear in mind
that we are at last discovering what, in my
o} inion, is sometimes unpleasant to us—
that a thing can be at once scientific and
practieal. There is, or there has been, oo
much of a tendeney to run matters anyhow
by rule of thomb, and to deery anything
which does nol involve the consideralion of
matters by rule of thumb as being scientifie
and therefore faddy and therefore unprofil-
able. But ithe experience in this particular
direction of the rest of the world goes to
prove that sueh is the wrong mental attilnde
to take up towards subjects of this nature;
and from what T have learned from Mir.
Hutchins's book and the conversations I have
had with that genileman. I feel sure that if
the Australian Governments will take his
advice on this most important subjeet, they
will do well and go a long way to remove the
errors Whiech have been made not only

in  this eountry but in the sister
States as well. T have already said
that this war is likelv to be the end

of many bad things and. T hope, the bezin-
ning of many good things. Tf we can only
profit by the experience of other countries,
by the experience which is brought to our
doors by men like Mr. Hutehins, then I think
we shall be doing very well for our country
and doing well for humanity at large. We
have, T think. in our forests a very much
greater asset, a very much greater resonree,
and a very much wider avenue of em-
plovment for our population, than is gener-
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allx believed. 1f this is so, surely it is good.
For vears past our forests have been abso-
Jutely neglected. I have belonged for some
years to asmall body of enthusiasts—small in,
numbers bui strong in enthusiasm—kmown
at the Western Australian Forestry League,
which is affiliated with various other bodies
of the same sort throughout Australia. As
the leagme have done me the honour
of making me their President, we have
by persistent hammering at the late Gov-
ernment—or perbaps I should say with the
aid of persistent hammering, the late Gov-
ernment  were induced to appoint a
highly trained Cooservator of Torests.
We got the Forestry Department shifted
from the control of the Lands Depart-
ment, with whiech it must always be
at wvariance, and placed under the Minis-
ter for Mines. We now ask the pre-
sent (Government to carry on the good work,
We ask the present Government to be
enided, not by a spirit of apathy, but by a
spirit of energy, to sce that the forests are
put to the best possible use. They can do
that only by calling in those who have scien-
tific expevience of forestry in other coun-
tries. 1he gentleman, Mr. Lane Poole, who
hus lntely been appointed Conservator of
Forests, has been a forester all his life. He
has had experience of the science in many
countries. I am afraid people are perhaps
apt to run away with the idea that any man
who says he has been a forester and has
had a forestry training, has been in the
habit of dealing onlv with soft woods. Be-
fore Mr. Lane Poole came here he was
engaged for some years in growing
eucalvplus—our own gum trees which we
value so little—in a couniry which values
ihem highly—South Africa—and let us
not forrel that South Afriea has taught
Australia a severe but what should be an
effective lesson, when we consider that they
are exporting into this country bark for
tanninz, from the trees which were grown
from the seeds sent over to them from Aus-
tralia, Surely that is a lesson tbat should
not he lost upor us. South Africa is a
countrv that has not been fortunate in the
matter of forests. People are apt to run
away with the idea that, if a certain tree,
animall, bird, or fish does not grow in a
eertain country, it can never be made to do
gp. That idea hag been proved all over the
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world to be a fallacy. The history of civili-
sation all over the world is a history of
acclimatisation. Some of our acclimatised
products are so old in the history of mankind
that we do not know where they eame from.
‘We do not know the native land of the basis
of our staple industry, wheat. We do not know
the native land of many of our domestic
animals, and as to the absence of vegetable
or animal jife in a country proving that that
country is unfif for its oecupation, we have
only to take the ingtance of New Zealand,
where within the last four or five hundred
years there was nothing in the shape of

animal life. Tt is doubtful whether man
existed, and it appears certain that
there were no fish in the fresh

waters of New Zealand, and yet to-day
as a result.of the acclimatisation work of
the Government we find that people come
from all over the world for the deer stalking
and trout fishing, and we know that the
tourist traffic in New Zealand is worth from
£100,0600 to £200,000 a year. Surely this am-
ply proves the fallacy that because certain
products do not exist in a country they
cannot be produced. I fear I have strayed
from my subject somewhat, We have under-
valued the forests in Western Australia for
vears past, we have undervalued them to
sueh an extent that we are giving conces-
sions to people at a rate less than half
the average of the rest of Australia, and the
average rate of Australia is, I suppose, [ess
than half of the royalties paid on forest
products throughout the world. Now per-
haps the hon. gentlemen of this House will
appreciate what T mean when I say we un-
dervale our forest products. The average
rate of rovalty paid—and this is not a ran-
dom statement, but the result of eareful re-
search by Mr. Hutchins—the average rate of
royalty paid throughout Australia is about
three farthings per cubic foot of timber cut.
The average rate paid throughout Australia
is .72 of a penny, while the rate which is
paid in Western Australia is .34. Yel we
have one of the best timbers in the world
for the use of which this royalty is
paid. I say that our action in the
past has been almost criminal. Further-
more, we have given away considerable
areas for a totally inadequate royalty. Mr.
Ewing stated that we had too many State
forests or rather State sawmills. 1 venture
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to say that to-day we have too few State
forests. If we had adopied the plan in
force in Queensland, that of putting up
eutting right to auwetion, and which is
shecessfully pursued in other parts of
the world, I say that we should get
such a bountiful revenue that we eould
devote a portion of it to the improve-
ment of these forests and stop the
reckless destruction of them. This I think
is a favourabe opportunity for the Govern-
ment to initiate a reform of that sort. We
have a new Conservator of Foresis; we have
a new Government; we have new opportuni-
ties; we have too a suitable time in the tim-
ber industry when any change of this sort
will do less to hamper development because
the timber industry is waning at a lower ebb
than it has ever been. If it is true, and I
cannot believe it, that the effect of imposing
a proper and adequate royalty such as is
paid in other parts of Australia would be
such as to paralyse the industry, them T
say the timber industry is in a very par-
lous condition. But I cannot believe it is a
fact that the timber indusiry would be ham-
pered by a royalty such as is paid in other
parts of Australia, not to mention the roy-
alty paid in other parts of the world, or that
it would have the effect of snuffing the in-
dustry out of existence At any rate I would
entreat the Governmment now that they have
the services of a seientifically trained and
practical man with & knowledge of the tim-
her trees of this ecountry to guide them in
their deliberations, I would entreat them
not to set aside lightly the adviee that this
gentleman is able to give them. I under-
stand that some of the regulations which
have heen propounded are obnoxzious
to some of thgse engaged in the indus-
try. I would urge hon. members not
to look to the regulations alone, but
to look for the motives which are
guiding the persons who are making the
regulations and the motives of those who
object to them. The hon. gentleman who is
making the regulations has nothing to gain
from them, and he is endeavouring to serve
his eountry loyally and well. He has neo
pecnniary interest al stake, but be has a far
larger interest. He is a young and ambitious
man. He has possibly for the first time an
opporbunity to make a name in the scientific
warld, and he makes a name by the sliccess
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or the non-suceess of his efforts towards the
eonservation of the forests of Western Aus-
tralia. 1 think everyone will admit this, and
I do not think that it is in any sense dis-
respectful to those who are opposing the re-
gulations. I asked the Government not to
be led away by the false commercialism of
to-day, but to remember that these great
forests are put there not for the present
use, not for the present profit of the Gov-
ernment, but for future generations, and
that we eommit a e¢rime against those future
generations by not properly preserving those
resources which have been entrusted to our
eare. 1 would ask them to remember that
aspect of the case and to deal as generously
as possible with, and follow the advice that
is given by, a capable man with the best of
motives. Now, Sir, if I may be pardoned
I would like to read one or two remarks
whieh Mr. Hutebins has to make with regard
to the forests of Australia.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: When will this book
be available? .

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: I understand in
two or three weeks’ fime. It is a fairly
large book but it is one that will repay any-
one interested who reads it. With regard
to the royalties which have been paid he
said—

The figures 0.72d. per cubic foot which
I have taken as the average Australian
royalty equals 6d. per 100 feet super, If
we take the average of sawn hardwood at
8s. per 100 feet super, the mean Austra-
lian royalty is only one-sixteenth the mill
value; or, if we take the mill value at 6s.,
it is one-twelfth; and, similarly, if we
take the average Western Australian roy-
alty at 0.40d. opr 0.35d. per cubic¢ foot, this
bears to the average value of the timber
sawn a still greater ratio—about one-
thirtieth.

That shows eonclusively, I think, to what
extent we are uondervaluing our forests,
which we always proclaim as the best in
Australia as compared with the forests in
other paris of Australia AMr. Hutching
goes on to say—

It is extremely unfortunate that in
Western Australia and Tasmania the Gov-
ernments, without taking expert advice,
have tied themselves up for so many years'
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loss, owing to the very low rates granted
to the timber companies. On the other
hand it is better that the timber should be
given away at nominal rates than be left
to rot or born in the forests, as was the
case before the advent of the timber com-
panies.

Hon. members will notice that 1 am per-

fectly fair—I am giving both sides of the

question.

And where the timber companies have
saved forest from reckless alienation with-
out demarcation, they deserve well of the
country. In a virgin forest where nothmng
has been done by the Government to open
up the forest, and where there are vast
stores of over-mature hollow trees, timber
rates must necessarily be very low. The
root of the loss lies in the curious fact
that, where so mueh has been done in Auns-
tralia to develop the conntry the forests
bave been left a neglected mine of wealth.
Australian Governments——

This will please some of my friends at any

rate.
have bappily undertaken many duties for
the public welfare that are left to so-called
“private enterprise” in England; but For-
estry, which is a special function of the
State to attend to, has been left to take
care of itself.

Mr. Hutehing summarises a deseription of

the forests of the world, and details bow

they exist in Australia—

The forests of the world show three
classes of forests: (1) the wild virgin
forest; (2) the cultivated forest (practi-
cally all the BEuropean forests are in thig
class); (3) regular forest plantations.
Australia has a rapidly dwindling area of
(1), none of {2), and very small begin-
nings of (3). For the great buik of Aus-
tralian forests, now is the critical time.
Will it become the wvaluable cultivated
forest, or worthless serub and bush?
There is no medium course.

With regard to the cultivated forests, the
evidence which is given is well worthy of
our consideration. The cultivated forest is
described as giving the most prolific crop
the soil can produce. He says—

The cultivated forest is the ideal of
modern scientific foresiry—the whole of
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the forests of Europe are in a more or
less cultivated stale. The most advanced
European nations —F rance, Germany,
Austria, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, Den-
mark-—have their forests in a most ad-
vanced condition of cultivation. One has
to travel to such distant countries as the
mountains of Turkey to see European
forests in quite the wild state. When I
wag first introduaced to the ceultivated for-
est in France 4) years ago—
And there we see the extent of the man’s
experience.
the whole thing was a revelation.
The cultivated forest in France which was
referred to is not a softwood forest, but a
hardwood forest, a forest of oak. The
great and primary difference between a
hardwood forest and a softwood forest is
thig, that it is easy fo repair mistakes in the
case of softwoods, but it is a matter of per-
baps two generalions to repair mistakes in
the matter of hardwoods. How muneh more
important is it, therefore, that we should
tackle the problem of hardwood forests from
the scienlific aspeci as quickly as poss:ble‘?
He goes on—

The forest looked perfectly natural.
But I bad not been long with the French
forest officers and had the working ma-
chinery explained to me before I realised
that T was in the presence of a compli-
cated piece of mechanism, the result of a
hundred vears’ patient labour, careful ex-
periment, and seientific thought.  This
forest, too, was the most valuable erop
the ground could earry.

That makes the age of the forest 140 years.
As one travels through France and Ger-
many one sees patehes of forest and pat-
ches of cereals and other crops inter-
spersed. It is just a shade of difference
in the soil that turns the balance as to
whieh i3 the most paying erop, forest or
cereals.
That, I think will be a new thought to most
hon. members of this House. He goes on—
Now, in Australia, there is this eurious
position: the ideals of modern forestry
methods are wanting. There is no eoncep-
tion of “the cultivated” forest. It is as
unknown and undreamt of as was radium
twenty vears ago. In Anstralasia, and
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particularly in New Zealand, this absence
of the ideals of modern forestry is very
remarkable. The apathy and neglect of
forestry in Quensland, New South Wales,
and Tasmania are not seen in New Zea-
land. The forest in New Zealand has been
worked energelically, and nearly one-third
of a million sterling spent on its forest
plantations. There was probably not the
least necessity for spending that one-third
of a million on forest “plantations.”
The gentleman is not working merely for the
sake of the expenditure of the money, but
he is working for the sake of the expendi-
ture of the money in the best direetion and
for (he hest method by which these results.
ean be obtained. He continues—
Frequently, in diseussing various mat-
lerts 1 am met by questions such as the
“captain of a wooden ship, in Nelsen’s time,
might address to the commander of a
dreadnought to-day. The popular idea is
that working a forest destroys it, and that
to have a new forest you must go to work
with a plantation, like planting an orchard
‘or a eabbage garden; whereas the culti-
vated forest of modern science is a con-
tinuous business, the timber always being
eut and the cutling so arranged that the
forest is continnally being improved. As
a rule, Nafure’s laws which ensure the ve-
production and regeneration of the forest
are utilised by modern forestry science.
In certain cases, where seed and lahour are
" exceplionally cheap, artifieial planting and
sowing are resorted to, to save time. This
is a conlingency that is of very little in-
terest for Australia where neither seed nor
labour is cheap, and where natural repro-
duetion, especially after a little study, can
be effected by the forester so economically
and expeditiously. Neither is it renlised
that the cultivated foresi mav give more
employment and may carry a denser popu-
lation than many Australian farms. The
average employment afforded in the for-
ests of Bavaria is at the rate of one man
per 130 acres.
A member of the present Government puts
down the ideal state of the agrieultural in-
dnsiry, as regards the density of the labour
employed. as one man per 300 acres. Here
we have a highly ecultivated forest employ-
g one man per 130 acres. He goes on—
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Taking the short Australian working
hours, this would be about one man per 100
acres in Australia. It takes 100 acres of
good farming land to support a family.

It does in this country.
It will at once be asked, “How is this
forest labour to be paid for”? The answer
is, “Out of the £10,000 a day going out of
Australia for imported timber.” The bulk
of this imported timber comes now from
caltivaied forests—and it will soon be all
from cultivated forest. The timber can
be mrown as well in Australia as in the
Baltic couniries or in America. [f is sim-
ply a guestion whether the cultivated for-
est and the pepulation it supports should
be here or elsewhere. And this has to be
remembered : that good ecultivated euea-
iyptus forest (with which 1 am very
familiar in South Afriea) will yield more
than the best Bavarian forest with its
long, cold, dead winter season.
T do not think I need read very much more
extracls from this book. T hope I have con-
vinced hon. members of this faet, at all
events, and also convinced the Government,
that this is a subject whieh, under our cir-
cumstances, requires io be approached with
very oreal caution and to be given the close
and sympathetie attention of those whom
we have chosen—JI think rightly—to admin-
ister this parlicular branch of owr national
assets, To return to the more sordid aspect
of the question, it would naturally be asked
where is to he found the extra money for the
administration of an efficient Forestry De-
partinent? The apmswer is by eharging in
future adenuate royalties for the use of our
most nagnificent produects.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Timber men say they
cannot pay them.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Quite so.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: We had that put be-
fore us by Millar’s Karri and Jarrah Co.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: In this eouniry,
where we have, admittedly, some of the most
valuable timbers of the world, and where
persons who obtain possession of it are pay-
ing less than one-half of what they pay else-
where in Australia for forests which are not
as good 2s ours, is if feasible or reasonably
possible that the raising of the rovalty to
the rate existing in the rest of Australia is
going to paralyse the industry?
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Hon. E. M. Clarke: They are paying for
Crown land the same as the royalty they are
paying on timber, 6d. an acre.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: If that is so, it
would pay any one to buy land because they
are getting this timber for less than balf the
royalties that they pay all over the rest of
Australia, and it is admittedly better tuu-
ber. There is the source of the revenue to
run an efficient instead of an ineffi-
cient and neglected Forestry Department,
such as we have had for years past. Of
course, this Government did not appoint the
present Conservator of Foresls. I think I am
only doing jusiice to them when T take it
for granted that they absolutely approve of
his appointment. I ask them not to place
themselves in the position of a man who, hav-
ing a tool ready to his hand, spoils the
efficieney of that tool by carefully blunting
the edge before proceeding to use it.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: What is he doing now?

Hon. W. RINGSMILL: He is making
himself aequainted with the local conditions
of the State forests, having already a very
good working koowledge as a result of bis
experience with the cultivated forests in
Souith Africa with the same elass of trees
wilh which be is dealing in Western Austra-
lia. 1 say this, that if the Government sin
in this respect they sin with their eyes open.
[ did contemplate saying something upon
what is regarded as an interesting snbject
to me, namely, the fish sapply. I do not
think [ will, however, except to take this
opportunity of thanking the late Colonial
Secretary for the opportunity he afforded
me last summer of making myself perhaps
better acquainted with the State’s fish in-
dustry as carried on by the late Government,
than possibly any other member of the
House. So far as I can see, and T think the
hon. gentleman will agree with me, there is
no reason in the world why that proposition
should not pay. But remember this, that
in the consideration of these State industries,
it is nof a guestion of whether an industry
should or should not pay, but a question of
whether the Government should engage in
them. I do not think the Government should
engage in them. T think the late Colonial
Secretarvy will remember that I enunciated
that point in the letter T wrote thanking
him for his courtesy in giving me the op-
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portunity I have spoken of. There are cer-
tain omissions from the outlined programme
that the leader of the House gave which I
may be perhaps pardoned for referring to.
First let me again commit the sin of localis-
ing my remarks. T will do so because I feel
certain that with the influence of Mr. Miles
on the one hand blowing North-West and that
of Mr. Ewing on the other blowing South-
Waest there will soon 'be no electors left for
me in the Metropolitan Provinece. The centre
of the State will be deserted. It is a pleasing
thing, however, to find members coming here
giving voice to a belief which is apparently
so well founded, in the districts they
are representing. The remarks I pro-
pose to localise are these. 1 somewhat
regret that the Government have not
outlined their proposed policy with re-
gard to the means of transport in this fair
city of Perth, more particularly relating fo
the transport by trams. Not that I wish to
raise the very much debated question of the
route of the trams, becaunse those who are
working for the one route or the other seem
to be guided only by the one consideration,
and that is the eonsideration of whether their
customers are to be carried past their own
doors or past the doors of some other
traders. The public convenience is appar-
ently lost sight of by these gentlemen who
are making so much noise aboui this par-
ticular subject. I honestly believe that we
have now, and have had for the last few
years, absolutely the worst tramway service
in the world.

Hon. J. Cornell: T seeond that.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I know it is the
worst in Australia. It bhas no compeer
with regard to its badness. I know too, and
I am prepared to admit, that there are con-
tributory causes to this which fo some ex-
tent account for the state of affairs,. We
know that there has been a want of rolling
stock, first caused by the fact that if they
had the rolling stock they could not run it
becanse the current required was not avail-
able, and that this eurrent was not available
until the power house was finished—and
when that will be finished, heaven, and Merz
and MecLellan alone know. The want of
power and the want of rolling stock, how-
ever, do not account for the filthy trams, or
for the trams just running within a minute
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of one another and then leaving an interval
of ten minutes before another. They do not
aceount for the roadway which is so badly
neglected that it beecomes a direct danger to
the public. And these are the trams that we
are paying the Commissioner of Railways
£500 a year extea to look after. The present
state of the trams is a disgrace to Perth. It
is a bilter admission for me to make becanse
I voted for the nationalisation of those
trams, There has never been a vote which
I regretted more. I was foreed into it be-
cause we knew that once the nationalisation
proposal was turned down the municipal
authorities of Perth were waiting to take
the trams over at something like £40,000 or
£50,000 less. 1 eould not for the life of
me see, not knowing then the extent of
bad management of which Governments are
capable, how a municipality could manage
the trams satisfactorily. T am forced to be-
lieve, however, that I was wrong, for a more
unsatisfactory state of affairs and a more
muddled management than that which has
been displayed during the last few years
in regard to these trams is unthinkable. I
do not know what the intentions of the Gov-
ernment are, but the sooner they put them
in the hands of some responsible person or
into the hands of some responsible hedy of
persons the hetter.
Hon. J. Cornell:

something about them.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I do not even
ask that, It seems too much o ask in these
times.

Hon. J. Cornell: We expect that.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Let the Govern-
ment put the trams into the hands of some
body of persons to whom the publie comfort
is, to say the least, an important desideratum,
but one which has not been thought of in the
past. I regret to have to say these thinps,
but I must speak of things as, unfortunately,
I find them. There is another question I
want to refer to and it is the aftitude of the
members of the present Government fowards
liguor law reform. The Premier, in reply to
deputations from hoth sides of the fenece,
said he did not propose to make this a party
matter, or a Government matter, and he even
inferred that Cabinet was not nnited on it. It
would be interesting to know what the per-
sonal attitude of the leader of this House is

Somecne who knows
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oo the guestion if it would not inconvenience
him to tell us. I congratulate the Premier,
and I hope the leader of the House, upon
the atiitude taken regarding the suggested
reference of this matter to a referendum of
the people. Parliament is fully able and
properly equipped to deal with any altera-
tion of the liquor laws if such alteration is
deemed necessary. Personally, T do not think
any alteration is necessary, but to resort to
a referendum on a subject whieh has become
a matter of absolulely minor importance, the
question as to whether the hotels shall close
three hours earlier than at present, to invoke
the aid of a referendum of the people of
this Slate is, in my opinion, ridiculous in the
extreme. I hope that this House will not
be a party towards so abrogating the powers
of Parliament—which, I regret to say, are
being whitiled away bit by bit until little
remains—by passing a measure such as this.
A referendum on a great subjeet is a way
out of a difficulty taken by weak and vacil-
lating men who decline to assume responsi-
hilitv. To use the referendum, an expensive
weapon, in order to effect an object so small
is, in my opinion, absurd in the extreme. In-
dications are not wanting that the same dis-
graceful lobbying, the same chasing of mem-
hers—what T may deseribe as political black-
mail—will be indulged in this time as was
done on a previeus occasion. I ¢annot un-
derstand how members can be so affrighted
with false fire as to take notiee of such ful-
minations. I was threatened several times
that dire vengeance would overtake me at the
forthcoming elections. I did not alter my at-
titude and what was the result?

Hon. J. Cornell: You are still here.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Yes, and I
came back without opposition. Yet the very
people who will not take the constitutional
method of opposing those who do not see
eye to eye with them ecome and ery to Par-
liament for a referendum. It is an absurd
and midieulons position and T hope that the
House will nol he led away into agreeing to
any Bill of the sort if it is submitted. T
have said practically all I desire to say, ex-
cept to express the hope that the present
frightful ecireumstances under which Austra-
lia—and Australia to a less degree than the
rest of the Empire—is labouring, will snon
ecome to an end. Shortly we shall have a
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referendum on the big guestion of national
service, and I think it is the duty of every
person who has the welfare of his country
at heart to support conseription and as-
sist fo carry it by a large majority. I must
apologise for having dealt with a subject
which I sappose is considered a hobby of
mine, and I will ask hon. members to think
over what I have said and perhaps to alter
their opinion in favour of the remarks 1
had to make in regard to forestry.

Hon. A, BANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.33]: Let me scatter the in-
cense of congratolation first o you, Mr.
President. We rejoice to see you bronght
back here, may I not say, like pious Aeneas
of old, on the shoulders of your stalwart
and filial colleagues from the Western
Province. Then to my old friend the leader
of the House, and long may he be spared to
devote his eminent abilities to the service of
this eountry, and to my meteorie friend and
colleagne, Dr. Saw. I can scarcely believe
that the fractures that he will have to deal
with on the field of battle will be more severe
anid more diffiecult to bandle than the frac-
tares in the finaneial world he would have
had to tackle if he had remained here. Then,
may | congratulate the former leader of the
ITouse

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
the State industries.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: No, T will deal
with the State industries later. 1 eongratu-
late the hon. member on being free from the
cares of office. No one knows befter than
lte how bheavily they have pressed on him
since the war broke out. Then I congratu-
late the new members, Mr. Miles and Mr.
Greig, who have addressed us, T may have
one or two comments to make on what they
have said, but first let me—if I may be per-
mitted to do so—welcome them, and secondly,
congratulate them on what they have told
us. Tt is very refreshing to get new views
on political subjects. Perhaps my warmest
congratulations are due to the country on
having got rid of probably the most profli-
gate GQovernment it has ever had. I have
scattered my little incense of congratulations
and we can go on now, although it is diffienlt
to find out what we are discussing. My
friend. Mr. Kingsmill, apologised for
straying somewhat from the subject? But is

On the condition of
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there a subject? We had eleven columns of
the Governor’s speech. 1 have just counted
them in Hansard. That, in itself, would be
sufficient for me to vote against any Govern-
ment which introduced a Governor’s speech
occuprying a space of cleven columns. We
have an amendment to these eleven columns
and it reads, “We beg to assure Your Excel-
leney that we will give the most careful con-
sideration to measureg that will best promote
the welfare and prosperity of Western Aus-
tralia.”’ That is one of the gelatinous com-
pounds that will not interfere with the
wealkest political digestion. You, Mr. Presi-
dent, on the Address-in-reply graciovsly
allow us to deal with matters covering wide
areas, buf we cannot stray from the snbject
when we have the Address-in-reply with an
amendiaent like the one 1 have just read.
So I am net going to offer any apology to
anycnie for what T am going to say this
evening. 1 certainly have something to
say and T will preface my remarks by
admitting that in the diffienlt position
in which we find ourselves, I would
be the last person to assume that I am the
only one who can see the right and that
others cannot. I will certainly deal generously
with the views taken by hon. members in a
crisis like the present. Tt seems to me that
whatever we do we shall probably be wrong
in the end. T put forward my views hecause
1 believe they may throw some light on the
subject, but at the same time T will be the
first person to admit thal there are other
pebbles on the beach. Now I come to the
present Government. I have seen a few
Governments in my day in Western Aus-
tralia, and T regret to say that I have not
the confidence I should Iike to have in
the present Administration. I  have
stndied the utterances of Ministers very
closely indeed since they bave taken office,
and the reason 1 am not giving them that
confidence I wonld wish to give them is that
1 can find no reference in any of their
speeches to what, I at any rate, consider the
key of the sitnation in this country at the
present juncture. The Premier himself,
who is also the Treasurer, sates that the
finances are in a condition of ehaos, I
would like to emphasise that. It is not my
remark, it is the Premier’s remark. He has
had seven weeks as Treasurer to look into
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the affairs of the State, and he has had
twenty years of experience in this country,
and he tells us that the finances are in a
state of chaos. 8o far as I am able to un-
derstand and follow the finances of the coun-
try, I entirely agree with him. But what iz
the priocipal cause of this chaos? Some
people tell us it was the Labour Government.
1 have already expressed my opinion of the
Labour Government and I do not want fo
emphasise that because it is rather painful.
Some people put it down to the unfortunate
land setflement policy of the previous Gov-
ernment, and others put it down to the
malign influence of the Country party, and
certainly they have a good deal tc answer
for, because in the fist week of the Govern-
ment coming into power to straighten up the
finances, what did they do bul hand over as
an open bribe to the Country party the ter-
mina) railway charges and fertiliser rates.
T say the malign and sinister inflnence of the
Country party is very great and is likely
apparenily fo be yreater. Those are three of
the explanations that have heen given of the
finaneial chaos of this country, and the rea-
son [ eannot give that complete confidence to
he present Government is, that although I
have followed their aclions closelv—T have
been away for a couple of weeks in the East
on a political mission about which I will tell
hon, members—I ¢an find no reference what-
ever to what I consider to be the reason for
this financial chaos in Weslern Australia.
I do not wish to he earried away and
not be guarded and careful in my
language, and I have taken the precaution,
which T do not always do, of writing down,
and I put it thus,that it is the dual system of
the Government—Federal and State—that
is primarily responsible for the chaos in
thig country, and until a safe system is
established the chaos will inerease. Now
I say the double income tax and the
double land tax, the protective tariff which
does not protect and throws the heaviest
burden on the poorest section of the com-
munity, tbis is making Western Ausiralia a
very expensive country to live in; bot it is
a great dezl more expensive to die in, and if
you look up those probate duties it is pro-
posed to put in force, I think you will agree
with me that we can possibly manage to live
here at an expense, but still we may be able
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to stand it, but as far as dying here if will
rapidly become impossible. That is my im-
pression about the finaneial position of this
couniry. I want to point out what the
burden at the present moment is. What-
ever the present moment brings with it
in finaneial taxation it is only the beginning
of what it is going to be. We hardly feel
vet the Federal taxation which is going io
be brought about by this war, and as far as
the Stale laxation is concerned, of conrse,
we must wait until we sce the financial
proposals of the Government. But jusi as
I held up to seorn those declarations that
the exlinetion of dingoes was an intelligent
political programme, so I regard these pro-
posals of a tax on the cinematograph and
race meetings are going to bring order out of
the chaos which the Premier himself, who is
also the Treasurer, tells ns the finances are in.
Not one reference whatever have T seen—and
I wish to emphasise the point as much as I
can—to the Federal situation, and I say you
cannot begin to understand and begin to deal
with the financial position of Western Ans-
tralia unless you have a complete grasp and
appreciation of what the Federal eompact
and Federal taxation is and what it is going
to be in the future, and that is why I say,
to my regret, that I am unable to give my
complete confidence to the present Govern-
ment, which otherwise T would have wished
to have given. The day when Western Aus-
tralia—it is an old story but right up to
date—it is a serial, and we have not gof to
the last echapter—the day Western Australia
entered the Federal compact, T give you my
opinion, and it has been proved by the last
fifteen vears—the people of this country
were warned when they weni info it—the
day Western Australia went into the Federal
compact. she was doomed. I am dealing for
the moment with the financial aspeet of the
question. I say that the special conecessions
given to Western Australia—T have got them
down here—T refer to the special concessions
riven to Western Australia plus the free
expenditure of loan monev undertaken hy
all the Governments in this State—certainly
since 1901, when we went info the ecompaci,
plus the abnormal prosperity in the Eastern
States since 1903, cansing extra money to
come over here—all these factors assisted to
put off the day of disaster. But when we

279

got the war and the drought and we got the
Labour Governwent in office and the im-
proper extravagance, 1 say that simply
hastened on the evil day. You can call it
unification if yon like; you ecan call it
simplification, if you like, but when I came
back from my mission in the Eastern States,
where [ looked into the matter and brought
my knowledge up to date—I spent a week
in Melbourne and a couple of days in Adel-
alde trying to get in close tonch with some
of the leaders of the political parties and
ihe newspapers—and I ean only thank them
for their personal kindness to me and the
opporiunity they gave me of explaining my
views, and the opportunity I had of listening
to their eriticisms of my views. Although
it has taken some time to ecrystallise my
views, [ have come back in favour of unifiea-
tion. I do say you cannot go on in this
country under the condilions you are work-
ing at the present time. I do not blame the
Government, they are so wrapped up in loeal
administration, and it takes some little time
to get to the other side of the island con-
tinent, to get there and study the question
from the Federal point of view. I warn
the Government again and the leader of the
House, if he thinks fit to convey my opinion
to his colleagues, that they cannof begin to
deal with the finances of Western Australia
until they have tackled this Federal prob-
lem.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The hon. member was
in favour of unification before he went over
to the Eastern States.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: That is a very
interesting observation. 1 am wunable to
deal with it as I should like. 1 was not
a unificationist before I went over to the
East. My views had not crystallised as
much as they have done sinece my visit. I
freely admit that I have been working for
many Years on this problem of the Govern-
ment of Australia, and I have told those
people who were willing to listen to an ex-
pression of opinion, T have told them
from time to time how I think the problem
will work out. I asked the assistanece of
hon. members, and the general publie,in the
scheme which T have placed before them
with some hesitation, to show me if there
is any inaceuracy in the work I was doing.
I was not a unificationist before T went over,
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for I wished to keep an open mind until 1
had an opportunity of consulting the
leaders in the other States. I would like to
continue that line of argument, but I am
not going to, as I wish to compress my re-
marks within reasonable limits, but do not
let the hon. member imagine that I am not
ready to reply in the fullest possible man-
ner to any objection that may be raised to
the scheme I propose. I have not got a ent
and dried scheme. I am not elaborating any
scheme, T am simply endeavouring to assist
hon. members and my constituents to ander-
stand the position of affairs, so far as I ean.
I cannot give the Government that com-
plete confidence which I would have liked
to have given, because they are neglecting,
after having been warned, with their eyes
open, one of the most important factors in
the problem which thevy are seeking to
solve, I remember the leader of the House
twitiing me with what I think he called my
“constitufional inability to take responsi-
bility.” It was something like that—constitu-
tional inability to ondertake responsibility.
Well, I think it is a pretty big responsibility
upon one of the representatives of the Met-
ropolitan-Suburban province to take upon
himself in a public place and company to
announce himself in favour of unification. I
think it is a very grave responsibility, and
I fully appreciate the responsibility I am
taking on my shoulders, The leader of
the House was pointing out my econstitu-
tional desire to throw responsibility on
someone else. I take the full responsibility
on my own shoulders at the present june-
ture, and I ask no one else to be responsible
for what I have said up to the present mo-
ment. Later on, of course, this guestion will
assume larger proportions,

Mewmber: You will make good to-night.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I want fo make
good to-night. I want to ask the hon. leader
of the House, and every member to mark
the irony of it. Polities make us acquainted
with strange bedfellows. This “constitn-
tional inahility to take responsibility,” what
do we find to-day? The Government ap-

pointing a Royal Commission on agri-
culture, Now, I have been interested
for 20 years; no, let me be accu-

rate, 1914 vyears—in agriculture in this
eountry, I know something about the land
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of Western Australia, and to tell me at this
time that we want an Agricultural Commis-
sion to deal with Western Australian agri-
culture seems to me to be perfectly gro-
tesque. You want a lot of cash, that is what
you want. With regard to the per-
sonnel of this Agrieultural Commission,
[ do not eare who they are, their work will
not be worth anything so far as any benefit
to the country is concerned, We do not
want a Commission on Agriculture; we
want eash. What we want is not to stimu-
late the people to grow things at a loss.
This is the hon. member who twitted me
with not taking responsibility. There is to
be a conference on mining. My first days
in Western Anunstralia were spent as a dry-
blower, and it seems to me that, if things
go as they are going, I shall end my days as
a dryblower in Western Australia. We
do not want any conference whatever on
mining. All that is required is to find the
gold. A conference on mining is likely to be
about as valuable as a commission on agrieul-
ture. Then there is to be a commission on
the Esperance railway, I was opposed to
the Hsperance railway, and the leader of
the House was opposed to it also, and he and
[ were entirely right in our attitude, There
are hou, members who ought to blush for
baving voted for the Esperance railway
and then got up and eriticised some small
paltry fish-shop as financial extravagance
likely fo bring Tuin on the country. At the
moment when we were in the middle of this
horrible war, when the couniry was tremb-
ling with antiéipations of disaster, old and
experienced Parliamentary hands quibbled
over fish-shops and voted for Esperance
railways, But I want to speak of the com-
mission. What do we require a commission
on the Esperance railway for? The Gov-
ernmenf say they have not any money.
Everybody knows that. Let the Government
be poor and honest, but to have a commis-
ston on the Esperance railway is much more
ridiecnlous than to have a Commission on
agriculture or on mining. Talk about a re-
productive public work! I am never weary of
repeating what T heard in the New Zealand
Parliament as a definition of a “reproductive
publiework.” “A reproductive public work,”
said a New Zealand member, “is a work

one has a majority for” If after Par-
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liament has passed a Bill for a railway,
the Government think they can stop it by
appointing a royal commission, it is a bad
look-out for constitutional Government. If
both Houses of Parliament have passed a
Bill, the Government have nothing to do but
to carry out the orders of Parliament. They
are to have this commission apparently, not
only because they are poor, but because they
are politically dishonest as well. Then there
is to be a railway advisory board, Why?
Of what use ean a railway advisory board
be at this juncture? And there is to bhe a
commission appointed to deal with the re-
distribution of seats. Why a commission?
The only thing to be decided is the guestion
of the principles upon whieh that redistri-
bution shall be based, and that is a question
of policy. Onee the principles of the redis-
tribution have heen decided upon, the head
of the Electoral Department could sit down
and plan the thing and it could be passed
almost unread. I offer the most unecmpro-
mising hostility to any proposal which is
going to take a lot of pocket boroughs from
the goldfields and give a lot of pocket
boroughs to the partienlar part of the eoun-
try whence the Government come. As against
my eolleague and wmyself, representing
16,000 voters all around the metropolitan
area, those genilemen who are fortunate
enough to come from the East Province have
four votes for every vote which we have.

The Colonial Secretary: You are entirely
wrong. There are over 6,000 electors in the
East Province.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is very diffi-
cult to keep one’s information up to date.

The Colonial Secretary: That is no rea-
son for stating inaceuracies:

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN: I am speaking
from the latest figures I have in my book.
Furthermore, if it comes to a question of
6,000 in the East Province, I have not seen
the latest figures for our province. How-
ever, I do not wish to quibble. As president
of the Proportional Representation Soeciety,
I recently introduced to the late Attorney
General a deputation, the most representa-
tive that ever went to a Minister. When
Mr. Cornell and Mr. Maughan are brought
to agree on a question of representation it
is a pretty powerful argument in favour of
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it. We bhad the employers, the employees,
the Liberal leagues, the Labour leagues, and
the wonen, and we asked the Attorney Gen-
eral to give us proportional representation.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What did he say?

Hon, A. SBANDERSON : 1t does not matter
what be said. We knew that it was for the
Government of the day to decide when this
redistribution of seats comes up. To have
a commission on the redistribution of seats
is as absurd as having these commissions on
agriculture and mining. 1t will be nothing
but a waste of time and money. I quite ad-
mit the diffieulties of deeciding what the
principles of the redistribution are to be.
Personally T am in fuvour of proportional
representation if it is desired to have min-
orities represented. I wish to make a few
comments on what T consider the most in-
teresiing speech we have had in the course
of this debate, namely that from Mr. Miles,
Of course, he has not been here long enoungh
to be sophisticated by the political miasma
of Parliament and party, and therefore
there was a freshness about him whieh to
me was quite delightful, and not only de-
lightful but illuminative and instroctive.
The north of this State and of Australia is
probably the most important purely Aus-
tralian subject that ¢an be dealt with, and
therefore to one who ean come down here
and speak with first-hand knowledge of the
conditions of the North, I shall always give
my congratulations and my thanks.  Cer-
tainly the hon. member, with his eom-
ments, supplied a most important con-
tribution to the debate. He told us
about the backbone of the ecountry., I
have been collecting the backbones of this
eountry for some years. Whenever I
hear that an industry is the backbone of
the country I add it to my list as a kind of
politieal zoological curiosity. Here we find
as the latest that the pioneer of the North is
the backhone of the country. We have had the
coal miner as the backbone of the country
this afterncon from another hon. member.
Of course the farmer and the struggling set-
tler have for long been the backbone of the
country. T have said that myself. Now we
have the northern backbone of the country.
Of course, there are very odd things in this
place, zoologieally speaking, but, after all,
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what should be the backbone of this or any
otlter country ¥ Surely it should be the Gov-
ernment. I am afraid, however, that some
form of spinal disease is very far advanced
in this couniry: for there seems to have been
very little backbone in any Western Aus-
traliun Government I have lived under dur-
ing the last 20 years. I hope my friend
will not take my remarks amiss. I quite
appreciate what he bas said. I am enor-
mously impressed—and looking af the posi-
tion of foreign affairs one cannof but be
impressed—with the importance of the
North and North-Wesl of this country. Do
not let those brave pioneers up there ima-
gine that the whole responsibility is on them.
Let them remember that there are some peo-
ple down here in the South who appreciate
to the full the work those people up there
are doing, and who realise that the North
of this eountry is the Achilles’ heel of Aus-
tralia, Tt is the most tender and most vital
point, and when we are geing to deal with
foreign affairs, as we will have to do in the
near future, the Northern Territory of this
country will be found to be the most anxious
chapler in the history of the Commonwealth.
Therefore, I welecome the hon. member, and
I hope he will give us the full benefit of his
experience, I regret very much that I my-
self, up to the present, have never been able
to get farther north than Roebourne. At
all events, even getting up to Roebournez en-
ables one to realise in part what that north-
ern country is, and the endurance and pluck
that have been shown in opening it up.
What struck me in the hon. member’s speech
was this question of centralisation. We know
that the eriticisin against unification is that it
means centralisation. When one gets ap to
Derby or Wyndham, or even to Roebourne
and Broome, for all practical purpeses, one
is as far from Perth as from Melhourne,
Canberra, or any other part of Australia.
One s separated from the rest of Australia
by days, almost by weeks. Therefore I ask
ithe hon. member to consider whether West-
ern Australia cannot be dealt with on the
lines of unification, whether he would have
this enormous territory broken up apd in
the hands of large councils, the only stipula-
tion being that the sovereign rights that
Waestern Australia exercises should not be
exercised by those counecils which I would
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like to see in this country. He talks about
20 millions of sheep, and it sounds like a
carefully calculated statement. Does the
hon. member realise what 20 millions of
shieep mean to the couniry he represents, and
to Weslern Australia with the wool market as
it is at present and with the appliances we
have? Rightly bas Australia been called the
land of the golden fleece. If we brought
those numbers down to two millions it would
be a magnificent addition to Western Aus-
tralin, 1 will not say much about State
socialism because it makes me tired. This
is a non-party House, and I was not quite
sure, having been absent in the ecountry,
which party the hon. member repre-
sented, or if he had a programme.
We know what the Country party are doing.
We do not ask them what their opinions are.
We go outside and we see them written
down. To talk about State insurance is
really very puzzling to me. With some
Justice did Mr. Dodd twit Mr. IHamersley
sitting on the right of the leader of the
House and chaff and critieise him by turn-
ing up Hansard, and finding that he was in
favour of Stale ships Lo take wheat
to the London markets. I hope the hon.
member will not shock the feelings of any
party to which he may belong by suggesting
State¢ insurance, State steamers, of course,
we had to pass beeause I understand his
colleague is a strong supporter of them. I
am not going to labour that question because
it pains me to listen to hon. members’ tirade
against Stale enterprises, such as fish-shops
and brickworks, when the whole country is a
State enterprise. By the way, I would like
to mention that bricks have gone up in price.
I got a notice that they had been increased
by 2s. a thousand.
Hon. J. Cullen:
Hon, A. SANDERSON: No, private
hrieks, Tt makes gne think when bricks
have gone up by 2s. a thousand; it is an
important matter. The Country party are
saturated with State socialism. We know
who the Labour party are, but here is a
member of the grand old Liberal party advo-
cating State insurance and State steamers.
Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: I represent all
parties.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: T think the hon.
member will have to give that up. Having

State bricks?
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some regard to the future political welfare
of the hon, member, I suggest, if I may not
implere him, to give up that idea and at
once. 1 would like to say something on the
financial position, but I must draw my re-
marks 1o a close. I would like the leader of
the House to let me ask the Government
where do they imagine they are going to
get money from and how they are going to
get it? There is loan money and there is
revenue account, So far as loan money is
concerned, where are we going to get it? We
can only get it from the Federal Govern-
ment. We can buy Federal bonds in Lon-
don, issued at 514 per cent., at £99 15s, by
the time they get to Western Australia, Ts
that not 6 per cent. for the money? I deeply
regret that I cannot give the Government
that complete confidence I wounld like to
give them. 1 have moved for a retnrn in
regard to the Federal railway. What could
he a more impossible position than to bring
the hroad gauge railway up to Kalgoorlie
and then have 10 change to the narrow gauge
down to the coast? The agreement which was
entered into with the Federal Government
fo construnet the hroad gauge railway from
Kalgoorlie to the coast has been broken,
do not say by this Government, but T say by
the State. The Federal Government were
informed that the State could not complete
the wide gauge railway to the coast, and do
hon. members think that the Federal Govern-
ment are going to stand tomfoolery of that
kind?

The Colonial Secretary: The other States
are in the same position.

Hon. A. SANDERSQN: They are not.

The Colonial Seecretary: What is South
Australia doing in regard to the break
of gauge?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am speaking
as far as the rallway is concerned. T am
well aware, and everyone else is aware,
that the question of Australian rail-
ways and the break of pgauge in the
Eastern States is a most puzzling one. That
is admitted, but the difference is that in
this particnlar case we pledged our word
to construet the broad gaunge line to the
coast, and T have asked for the papers to
find out whether the Federal Government
have asked us to do anything. Is it likely
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that they are going to stop at Kalgoorlie
and allow the change to the narrow gaugef

The Colonial Secretary: What is the dif-
ference between Kalgoorlie and Pori Au-
gusta?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am speaking
of the subjects I know and understand. I
know very little except in a general way on
the question over East, so far as the break
of gauge is concerned, and the longer we de-
lay it here the more diffienlt will it become.
If we build the railway to the terminus,
Western Australia will have to pay 15 and
20 per cent. on every rail she brings into
the country. I moved for a return and got
it from the Railway Departmeat, showing
that since Federation slarted £300,000 was
paid by the Railway Department of West-
ern Australia te the Federal Government as
customs duty on rails and other things
brought in. Do hon. members mean to tell
me that the country can stand this tomfool-
ery that is going on, of the country construe-
ting a national railway with the additional
15 or 20 per cent. ad valorem duty on rails,
to complete the line from Kalgoorlie to the
coast? Until the referendum on the ques-
tion of conseription is out of the way we
shall he well advised to drop, as far as pos-
sible, all these other matters, and no one
will be more willing to do so than myself.
If T have never taken responsibilities on my
shoulders before in the political arena, I
have taken them on my shoulders to-might
by telling the House, and throngh the Houze
my constituents, and any one else who likes
to listen to me, that, as far as T can see and
work ont the problem I am in favour of
unification, and until we serap the Federal
machine which works so badly, nntil we make
a change, we shall never get that prosperity
in Western Australia which we all so much
desire to see.

On motion by Hon. H. Millington debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.30 p.m.



